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Notes from the Promotional Director

Another season of youth camp at Camp Hope is completed. Several other groups and
camps are held at Camp Hope during the summer but our Free Will Baptist Youth Camps
for the summer have concluded. Beginning with Leadership Camp on June 6 and
concluding with 7*"-8" Grade Camp on July 11, the summer has seen non-stop activity with
one group leaving on Friday and the next group coming in on Sunday afternoon.

For those who have poured themselves into this vital ministry for “our kids,” it's almost like
you can sense a collective sigh of relief as they gain some much-needed rest for the ministry
they love to serve. Plans are already underway for Camp Hope 2026.

Please hear this!

Thank you for what you did to make Camp Hope 2025 happen. Camp directors, you are
appreciated! This is a tremendous undertaking. Directors have the responsibility of staffing
their week; and each age group has different challenges. Teachers must be secured, and
curriculum needs to be selected. Adequate counselors with the heart for hard work and
service must be recruited to participate in classes and other activities; they must provide a
safe, spiritual experience for each camper. Recreation workers with abundant energy are
needed to guide campers and help them have a wonderful camp experience. Directors are
responsible for having the buildings and grounds as clean on Friday afternoon as they were
when they arrived the Sunday before.

The kitchen staff that provides three full meals each day is so very important. It is a joy to
see a well-oiled machine of volunteers taking care of the dozens of details required for
every single meal. The planning, shopping, and preparing requires cooperation and effort.
It means early mornings, late evenings, and long, tiring hours in between. It means getting
there, preparing, serving, cleaning up, then planning for the next time--three times a day,
every day. Our campers are also brought in to assist on a very limited basis for some age-
appropriate chores like cleaning the dining hall, carrying out trash, etc.

The evangelist for each week is a major prayer decision in advance as well as music
directors, musicians, and tech people. A big emphasis on missions is given at each week
of camp with as much exposure and interaction with missionaries as is possible.

The camp simply could not exist without the ones who maintain our God given facilities, the
various church groups that come in for major cleaning before the camp season begins, and
the many individuals who provide additional food throughout the summer. Whether it is
pie bakers, fruit buyers, brownie makers, or whatever you do, you are essential workers!

For the counselors and all who participate, you are owed a debt of gratitude and sincere
thanks. Many of you take time off from your paid jobs to be there. Each of you could find
other things to do with your time but you choose to help make summer memorable for our
children. You are making a difference in the lives that set foot in Camp Hope. For some, it
makes an eternal difference. What a worthy cause! Special Thanks to One and All!
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Angelville Pastor: Josh Colson

May, June, and July have found Angelville’'s members
particularly busy in the Lord’s service. First of all, we were
privileged to host the South-Central QM on May 3rd at
which Dr. Jackson Watts, Assistant Moderator of the
NAFWB, delivered a wonderful sermon from John 6.

After the morning service on May 25th, we had a special
banquet honoring the mothers and fathers of our church.
We were blessed to have many extended family members
in attendance for the occasion.

Our Vacation Bible School took place on June 3-6, and
more than 30 children were presented with the gospel. We
are praying for the Lord to give a fruitful harvest.

The Holmes, Cain, and Colson families have recently
welcomed newborn children into the world, and we are so
thankful to have these precious little ones in our church. We
are praying for Rylan Holmes, Charlotte Cain, and Adah
Colson to grow up knowing the truth of God's Word. We are
also praying for their parents as they seek to raise them in
the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

Arnold View Pastor: Adam Brown
July was packed with activities. While several of our youth
enjoyed time at Camp Hope, Wonder Junction, our VBS,
was a fantastic time as well. It was terrific to see faces of all
ages smiling in the various stops throughout the nights. Luci
Dwyer safely returned from her trip with the E-Team
Ecuador. We're anxiously awaiting to hear Luci speak about
her experiences. Again, the Mausey's block party and
fireworks did not disappoint in spite of the uncooperative
weather. This just gave everyone more of an opportunity to
munch on the refreshments provided by the AV Youth
Group. In the midst of all this, our hearts were saddened for
those in our congregation that have been touched by loss
recently. Our deepest sympathies for all of them during this
difficult time.

Almost unbelievably, it's already August-a complicated
month. It's known for its less than desirable weather and end
to summer vacations, but also for the beginning of
something new, such as a new grade, class, or life-stage.
Bro. Adam recently spoke from Isaiah and | Samuel about
God as restorer. As | reflected on his points, | was reminded
of something | read recently about seeing others through
God's eyes and a prayer meeting a while back about
keeping our prayer lives fresh. As a result of all these things,
this August let's pray for those around us at all stages—
elementary to experienced—to recognize their reality, seek
God's guidance as a first response, and to step out in faith
after receiving God's guidance. Let's follow it up with
support and encouragement for stepping out in faith. —
Jodie Tanner, Reporter

Benton First Pastor: Phillip Kennedy

What a busy summer! Father’'s Day went well, and we gave
a gift to every man present! Joshua Kennedy attended
Fresh/Soph Camp at Camp Hope and enjoyed his time! He
also shared with the church about his experience on June
29* before our fellowship meal that afternoon. Some from
our church have continued to serve faithfully every Tuesday
for the Summer lunch program. James Kennedy made it
back from E Team St. Croix and is excited to share about
it. In the meantime, he has already left for Truth and Peace!
Pastor Kennedy was the Evangelist at 3™ and 4% grade
Camp. Bro. David Shores filled in for Pastor Kennedy on that
Wednesday night as well as one other, and he did a fantastic
job.

On June 29, we took up a special offering for some of our
Hanna Project missionaries. We are looking forward to the
National Convention as well as VBS! Bible School will be
August 4-6 with the theme of SCUBA.

Blue Point Pastor: Ernie Lewis
We have been very involved in Camp Hope this season. We
have sent numerous workers and campers to the various
weeks of Camp. On one occasion, we sent fruit and extra
workers to help in the kitchen. During another week, we sent
pudding cups and workers to help out. We really appreciate
this ministry.

Craig and Sarah Portell and their girls were with us in a
recent Sunday morning service. Joy Davison also had the
opportunity to share with us one Sunday during her brief
visit in the states.

We recently voted to install a commercial grade playground.
It will be constructed near our pavilion. We have been
blessed with many young people in recent years. -Suzanne
Lewis, Reporter

Bear Point Pastor: Gowdy Cannon

Father's Day was very similar to Mother's Day as far as the
recognition went given that every father recognized was the
spouse of a mother recognized in Mat. Jim Dean was the
eldest, Roger Hicks had the most family present, and Tim
Hicks had the youngest child. The exception on Father’s Day
was the addition of a very special lady—Barb Loucks. So
thankful for her and her family who make up a big part of our
church.

VBS was held from June 26-28 with the theme: TRUE NORTH
Trusting Jesus in a Wild World. The closing program was a
glimpse of what a day of VBS was like, followed by a cookout
of hamburgers and hotdogs. This wonderful outreach
couldn’t happen without the efforts of co-leaders Kayla
Cannon and Paulette Newbury and ALL the volunteers.

Of course Camp Hope is always the highlight of the ILFWB
summer. We had several young people attend, and one of
our first time campers, Veda Dorris, was saved!
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Our turn for summer meals was June 30 - July 3. This is a
great community ministry, and we are so grateful to those
from Valier Baptist who prepare the meals and the other
community churches who help hand them out.

On the evening of July 3, a watermelon social was held at
the picnic pavilion behind the church. Pastor and family
provided the watermelon and others brought food as well.
This has been a July 4t tradition for a few years now.

YOUTH TAKEOVER SUNDAY .. . was July 13 with the youth
participating in Nationals and others sharing their hard work
and talents on Sunday morning. Liam and Hazel led with
Bible memorization, a girls’ trio of Veda, Emerson, and Noa
sang, ad did sister duos Layla and Alba, and cousin duo Alba
and London. London truly blessed us by playing a piano solo
of How Great Thou Art. The Spirit of the Lord was truly in this
service. A spaghetti dinner and pie auction took place after
the service as a fundraiser for those attending the National.
Tickets were sold for $10 each. The live pie auction was the
highlight of the afternoon as our own Dustin Payne was the
auctioneer. His bid calling and some of our members’ unique
bidding vernacular made for an entertaining afternoon.
Dustin’s auctioneering talent was a big surprise to many. The
auction raised $655 with the highest pie going for $50. The
spaghetti dinner raised almost $1,700. A BIG THANKS to the
youth who helped serve, parents, and other family members
who made pies. Thanks also to Paulette Newbury for coming
up with the idea.—Mona Lappin, Reporter

The Bridge Pastor: Ed Goode

We're so thankful for the CrossPointe FWB Church Youth
Group from Suffolk, VA! They just wrapped up a mission trip
in Champaign, and we're incredibly grateful for their hard
work. Over the past week, they served the community
through volunteer projects, hosting VBS, and encouraged
everyone here with their hard work and faithfulness. We had
six first time guests as a direct result of this outreach last
Sunday, so please pray that the relationships they built and
the seeds they planted will grow and bear lasting Gospel
fruit.

Our Sunday morning attendance has grown about 30% this
year. God has been kind! We know that numbers are
important, but they're not the only important thing, so it's
also been great to see so many of our new people stepping
up to give and serve, becoming fully involved in the life of the
church. Pray with us that we would continue to see healthy
growth, and a right focus on both outreach and discipleship
as we grow. If we keep growing, we'll have to start getting
creative about using the space in the venue we rent. Please
pray we'd do that wisely!

Thank you so much for your prayers and partnership with
Bridge Church. We would not be able to make the real Jesus
impossible to ignore in Champaign and beyond without you.
If you have any questions about Bridge Church or would like
to connect, please email me at edgoode1985@gmail.com.

Crossroads Pastor: Jeff Pope

Greetings from Crossroads Free Will Baptist Church in
Effingham. We are a small Church with a big heart.

Sad to report Sister Barb Crubaugh’s 50-year-old son, Doug,
passed away. She is having a hard time. This is the third son
she has lost. Praying for her and the family.

Mike Crabtree and his sister-in-law Tammy need
prayers. Tammy needs knee surgery. Mike is having severe
health problems, too. Pray for Sister Robin Crabtree as she
helps take care of both of them.

7000.00 was donated to our Church mortgage fund bringing
the total down to 59,225.00 Praise the Lord for the
donations.

On June 6th James and Betty Humpbhries celebrated their
69th anniversary. Their daughter came and surprised them
with a lunch at Church on June 5th. She also sang for them.

Pastor and his family enjoyed a week-long vacation the
second week of July. Happy that they are back.

Upcoming events include: Food and fellowship on July 27th
after the evening service; Back to School Sunday August 3';
Missions Sunday August 20%; Masters men and WNAC
August 11%; and Food and fellowship August 31st. -Tammy
Boster, Reporter

Pastor: Kent Dunford

One of Harmony's faithful servants went home to be with the
Lord on the 17th of June. Rev. Kenneth McClerren (pictured),
served as Deacon in our church for many ’F
years as well as being a Pastor in prior |
years. He will be missed greatly and our
prayers go out to his wife, Mildred, and
their family. We are saddened as well as
rejoice because we know that Bro.
Kenneth is now with his Savior.

Harmony

God blessed our VBS this year with approximately 30 children
and 24 helpers each evening. A special thanks go out to all
who helped as teachers, helpers, decorators and kitchen
workers. Josh Hall helped coordinate everything, Bro. Ted
Cunningham greeted the children and led the pledges and
Bro. Russell Hall met with the children as Joseph. A special
thanks to everyone who allowed their children to be with us.
Collections were given to the Lunch Bunch in Johnston City.

The heat did not stop 82 people from being with us for
Church in the Park on the 22nd of June. We had a devotion,
singing, a great meal and fellowship with one another.
Thanks to everyone who took part as well as Dick and Kathy
Cremer for supplying the fish.

Master's Men and Sisters of Strength are now meeting on the
second Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. Everyone is
welcome to come and meet with us. -Alice Barron, Reporter
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Hazel Dell Pastor: Curtis Smith
We are busy with preparations for our upcoming VBS.
Decorations have been put up and things are looking very
exciting. This year's theme is Wonder Junction.

Fathers were celebrated on Father's Day with gifts and a
photo opportunity. Thank you, Sis. LeAnn Miller, for your
time and effort in providing the gifts and the setting.

Family night was held on June 29th. Following the devotion
time there was food, games, a bouncy house and
fellowship. Bro. Jim LeVault even tried out the bouncy
house! There were approximately 65 in attendance. A good
time was had by all.

Congratulations to Bro. Rusty and Sis. LeAnn Miller on the
birth of their new grandson. Asher Matthew was born on
July 2nd. Proud parents are Kyle and Kari Ann Miller.

The Master's Men group held their monthly meeting on
Sunday, July 13. There were 7 in attendance for the
breakfast and devotion time.

Approximately 12 from our church will be traveling to the
NAFWB Convention in Kansas City. We pray for their safety
of travel and for our young people who will be competing.
The annual Master's Men Rally will be held on Thursday,
August 7th. Trusting the Lord for a good turnout for this
event. -Diana Kirk, Reporter

Mt. Vernon Pastor: Craig Smith

Summer has arrived with all its beauty, so get outdoors and
enjoy all God’'s wonders of the season.

During the June birthday and anniversary social we said
goodbye to Amy and Allan Morgan as they have decided to
attend church in Kinmundy where they now live. They will
be greatly missed but will be a blessing to their new church!

We celebrated the birthday of our great country singing
patriotic songs and counting our blessings for the freedoms
we enjoy living in a country that was founded upon a firm
belief in God! Our “Flower Girls” had everything decorated
beautifully. Everything honored our flag and country!

Rice Krispie Treats were provided for Camp Hope on July
10. A big thank you to those who volunteered to help in the
kitchen that day.

It was our honor and privilege to deliver lunch to the Mt.
Vernon firefighters on July 11. Always remember these
valiant heroes in your prayers!
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Our prayers and condolences go to the Bob Polston family as
he departed for his heavenly home. He will be missed.

“All the breathtaking sights you have celebrated in our great
country will pale in comparison to the majesty of God and His
throne” (Fusion). -Mary Ann Levitt, Reporter

Pleasant View

Our church has been without a pastor for a year and a half
now. God is still working! Our deacons are doing a fine job
conducting two services on Sunday and one on Wednesday
evening. They bring God's Word through a message,
devotion, song service or sometimes a guest speaker.

Some of the young men in our congregation have stepped up
to fill the pulpit as well.

In April, Cayley Burroughs participated in the CTS Expo-Bible
Memorization. She is excited to continue training and
participate again next year!

On May 3rd, our Women Active for Christ hosted the ILWAC
state Fellowship. Dana Portell was the speaker and fascinated
the group with the Book of Esther. Then in June, Dana and
Darren returned for a night at our Vacation Bible School. Our
group of country kids gave a big offering for the Portells as they
moved to Champaign. Under the direction of Amy Mathena,
we learned about Egypt thru the life of Joseph. Also in June,
our bakers took brownies to Camp Hope and three workers
helped in the kitchen.

Each month we celebrate birthdays and anniversaries with
food and fellowship. We are encouraged to lift one another up
in prayer. And we come together regularly to do that!

Mt. 11:28 “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden,
and | will give you rest.” Even our organ needed rest. After
several months of being unplugged, it is re-set and making a
joyful noise! Let us find rest in Christ and be refreshed to
continue serving Him! -Paula Hayes, Reporter

Pittsburg Pastor: Eddie Donelson
God is so good! On July 14, PFWBC sent a group of teenagers
and youth leaders to Tennessee to attend a youth conference.
We prayed for the Lord's protection as they travel and are
excited to see how God moves in each of them. We are so
thankful for our youth and their leaders who faithfully teach the
Word and point them to the gospel each week!

At the time of this article, we are shifting gears and getting
ready to embark on our Road Trip VBS, ON THE GO WITH
GOD adventure! This year's theme is based on Joshua
1:9, "The Lord your God is with you wherever you go." This
verse reminds us that God's goodness and presence is always
near, no matter where life takes us.

As kids return to school, let's pray for their success, safety, and
happiness. We ask that God guides them to walk in a manner
worthy of Him. We pray that their actions, words, and attitudes
bring glory to His name, shining His light in a world that needs
it. We all need the reminder of Matthew 5:14-16, "You are the
light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid. Nor do men
light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a stand, and it
gives light to all in the house. Let your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good works and give glory to your
Father who is in heaven." -Heather Phillips, Reporter



ILFWB NEWS: ILLINOIS VOICES

May History Repeat Itself!

by Ernie Lewis

“Those who do not know history are condemned to
repeat it!” George Santayana spoke those words as a
warning, but when it comes to the history of lllinois Free
Will Baptists, would it really hurt to repeat some of the
things that have shaped us?

When | was a young man, | watched men and women
throughout our state of Free Will Baptist churches who
worked hard, were faithful to the Lord, and carved out a
ministry for us to continue.

When | was a young camper at the camp in West City, |
watched men like George Ritter, Gene Norris, and Jim
Walker work diligently to operate that ministry. Jim
Walker, who was the pastor of the Bethel FWB Church in
South Roxana, was the dean of men who knelt by me at
an altar of prayer and said, “If you ever need anything, |
am just a phone call away”. And Brother Jim lived one
hundred miles away. We also remember Art and Flo
Norris who came out to the camp every day and
operated the concession stand. They made sure kids had
snacks and soda, sometimes even when the child had
very little money.

When [ first went to pastor at the Webbs Prairie Church,
C.J. Ketteman was one of my parishioners. Brother Jack
and his dear wife, Mable, had pastored many churches
all over southern lllinois. They also sent their son, Paul, as
one of the first students to Free Will Baptist Bible
College. They were so wonderful to my young family and
taught us a lot, since | had no formal pastoral training.
When | asked Brother Jack to administer communion
during my first few weeks there, he replied, “You will
never learn any younger!”

Men like Jimmy Hicks who was my pastor when | got
saved (and looked like he was seven feet tall in the pulpit)
and Robert Helms who was my pastor when | began in
the ministry were so vital to my early days in the ministry.

William Mishler also remained faithful to help out a
young minister as he was pastoring the church in
Johnston City. Of course, George Waggoner was always
around in lllinois Free Will Baptists as a pastor, a
promotional man, a parliamentarian, and a full-time
school teacher in the Mt. Vernon school system.

Wallace Malone had planted the Bethel Church in South
Roxana while working as an electrician at McDonnell
Douglas in St. Louis. After establishing Bethel, he went
to pastor the First FWB Church in Decatur. As | was
beginning my ministry, he had me to come and preach a

revival, which was a great experience to spend a week in
his home. | was later privileged to serve on the lllinois
Board of Missions with Brother Wallace when he was in
his eighties.

| cannot mention faithful saints of the past without listing
Grant Bruce. Grant and Grace Bruce served as lay
persons at the Salem FWB Church for many years. When
| lived at Camp Hope, he would arrive at 6:30am for a
work day (and he had already dropped Grace off at their
church so she could clean all day!). Once when a friend
and | were watching him dig a ditch at the camp, my
friend asked, “Do you think we will be working that hard
when we are 82 years old?” | pointed out that we weren't
even working that hard then! Grant served on the Camp
Board with us until he was in his mid-eighties and often
contributed things to the camp from his own pocket.

| have learned so much from men and women who
served faithfully in lllinois and left us such a wonderful
legacy. We are rich because of their investments.

Pictured above is a State Meetin at the old tabernacle in Benton. Some of the folks
Bro. Ernie mentioned may be found in it, including Jimmy Hicks and Gene Norris.
Photo used by permission from Curtis Smith.

-Ernie Lewis is the longtime pastor of Blue Point Free Will Baptist
Church in Cisne, lllinois. His name is synonymous with all things
Illinois Free Will Baptist. | hope you enjoy this article and will be
reminded of special camp workers and pastors from other
generations.

State Association Address Change

Atthe State Meeting in March, Bro. Mike Johnston retired
after many years as the Treasurer of our State
Association. Bro. Josh Colson was elected to succeed
him, and the two have been working together over the
past couple of months in a period of transition. Up to this
point, churches have sent their Together Way (co-op)
and other Designated Giving to Bro. Mike. Starting now,
however, churches and individuals are asked to send any
mail for the lllinois State Association of Free Will Baptists
to the following address: P.O. Box 1 Bonnie, IL 62816.
If you have any questions, please reach out to me at 618-
922-2634 or to Bro. Josh at 618-364-5961.
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A Worship - Fellowship
Bro.Corey Minter

Sept Archery - Horseshoes - Skeet Shooting -

Disk Golf - Fishing - Pie Auction

This year's speaker is nationally known
6.30 EACH NIGHT 20 avthor and producer Jay Payleitner

Camp Hope

16322 Camp Hope Rd.
Ewing, IL 62836 ‘*_H_';




