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 A Christmas Story 
by  Ivan Ryan, Promotional Director 

 

Once upon a time in the not-too-distant past there was rural community that 
perhaps many of our readers can remember and identify with. Go with me, if 
you will, to the town of Galatia—to the days of a simpler life; one that did not 
include crowded airports, political hatred to the extent and where many 
phrases and ideas such as Artificial Intelligence did not exist.  It was a time when 
everyone understood the value and necessity of hard work, even austerity, but 
no one thought of themselves as being truly poor as long as the basic needs of 
food, clothing and shelter were maintained. 

The lives of the children in this community were the most blessed of all.  They 
all had basic chores but their lives were full of outside activities, exploring, 
helping where needed, playing and a carefree life.  Their lives could be 
favorably compared to those who lived in the fictional town of Lake Wobegon 
that Garrison Keillor spoke of, where “all the women were strong, all the men 
were good-looking, and all the children were above average”. 

It was a time when time went by slowly; didn’t zip by like it does today.  This 
time of the year was when it seemed to crawl.  We thought Christmas would 
never arrive. Christmas season kicked into high gear when the gift exchange 
boxes arrived from far away relatives from distant states.  “Not to be opened 
until Christmas” meant days and weeks of waiting. 

The most memorable part of Christmas was what was always referred to as “The 
Community Christmas Tree”—which was not a tree at all.  It was a gathering of 
every family in the small community; a time of food, fellowship and fun. All the 
little area churches were represented along with some who did not have a 
church.  Everyone drew names in the weeks leading up to the night and 
everyone received a wrapped gift.  Women might receive a kitchen gadget or 
a hankie, men would act surprised with their socks and every child would 
delight to open a toy.  Before the gift exchange there would always be a 
commotion that would startle everyone.  Of course, it was only Santa arriving 
to the excitement of all. 

The Community Christmas Tree was always on Christmas Eve, so before the 
empty bowls were gathered and everyone dispersed to their homes, we would 
sing “Silent Night” and “Joy to the World” with someone dismissing in prayer. 

May all your Christmas memories be rich, and may you enjoy a peaceful and 
joyful Christmas. 

 
 
 

Find us on the web at 
www.ilfwb.org 
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Arnold View                        Pastor: Adam Brown 
 

The pumpkins, corn stalks, and fall leaves have given 
way to pine cones, evergreens, and twinkling lights.  
Throughout the midst of this transition, we’ve been 
campaigning to keep our Sunday School attendance 
going strong with some special themed Sundays.  The 
Operation Christmas Child boxes have been filled 
and sent on to their recipients.  Food boxes for 
veterans have been assembled and sent out.  Our 
WAC has invited the congregation to participate in a 
food drive for local food pantries as well.  One can’t 
help but feel blessed to have opportunities such as 
these to share with others.     

It seems as though December is filled with traditions—
youth program, candlelight communion, and others.  
This season let’s all strive to focus on the reason for 
these events rather than just mindlessly participating 
in them.  When sweet, young voices recite lines and 
sing Christmas songs, let’s be grateful for the 
opportunity to share and hear the message of God’s 
great gift with children and their families.  In the time 
of stillness and reflection during candlelight 
communion, take a minute to think about the example 
of love and hope the ultimate gift giver represents.  
Sometimes, we can become weighed down with all of 
the busyness of this season.  A recent devotion closed 
with lines that have come to mind several times that 
I’ll share—--The love that led to true forgiveness can 
provide us with the grace and motivation to move 
forward and enjoy the life God wants us to live.  As we 
close 2025, let’s live as though we are made for more 
than being bogged down in calendar events, 
tradition, past hurt, and anything else that might hold 
us back from reflecting the light, hope, and joy of our 
Lord and Savior. –Jodi Tanner 

 

AD HERE 

 

 
 

Bear Point 
 

Bear Point was blessed to have another 
baptism!  Miss Jameslee Melvin was baptized on 
Wednesday, November 5th.  Brother Larry Cook had 
the honor of baptizing Jameslee as her family and 
church family gathered in the sanctuary to witness. Her 
Momo, Paulette, shared that she was saved at the age 
of 5, but waited until she was 7 to get baptized 
because she's a little shy and doesn't like to be the 
center of attention. One thing she is not shy about is 
that she Loves the Lord!  Her church family loves her 
so much and is proud that she took this huge step in 
her faith. Jameslee is the daughter of Jeff and Megan 
Melvin, and the Grand-daughter of Jim & Paulette 
Newbury.   

The Youth held their monthly bake sale on November 
9th after services.  The Youth also helped lead the 
singing that day, and we heard a wonderful message 
from a fine young man, Jonah Ruffino.  This is Jonah's 
3rd time with us and he always does a great job! 

We are gearing up for the Holiday Season by helping 
to provide food for the Community Thanksgiving 
service on November 20th, followed by the Alliance 
Thanksgiving Service on the 25th at the Methodist 
Church. Several people have signed up to go 
Christmas shopping for the Student Assistance 
Program (SAP) at S-V to bless our local students at 
Christmas. We will also be providing needed items for 
Lifeline at City Hall on the 18th. It takes a village! 

Most importantly we need PRAYER as we continue to 
search for a pastor.  We have been blessed to have 
our pulpit filled by Brother David Mishler, Brother 
John Hollis on Sunday evenings, and Brother Larry 
Cook does Wednesday Bible Study.  We are looking 
forward to having Brothers Ryan Payne, Nick Catron, 
and PJ Kloster in the weeks to come in our morning 
services.  Pray for the health of our church...spiritually 
and physically as we have had several of our core 
members go through major surgeries recently. 
 –Mona Lappin 
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Blue Point                                  Pastor: Ernie Lewis 
 

We rejoice in the fact that several of our Junior Church 
age youth have recently given their hearts to the Lord. 
We congratulate Colin Waller and Samantha 
Robertson who were recently married in Kansas.  

Mark Headrick of Harvest Home Child Care Ministry 
was with us on a recent Sunday morning. This year we 
had to move our Trunk or Treat indoors due to the 
rainy weather, but it was still a wonderful evening.  

 We offer our sympathy to Marjorie Hilliard on the 
recent passing of her sister. We offer sympathy to 
Rosalee Pearce for the loss of her brother, Don Beeson. 
We also offer sympathy to Karen Forth and her family 
in the passing of her mother, JoAnn McCann. We 
prepared and served a meal for this family after the 
funeral service. We have been providing meals and 
love offerings for Christal Lewis and her family as they 
recently were involved in a wreck. The Junior High 
Sunday school class even used their offerings to 
purchase many items for the family.  

Bro. Ernie enjoyed the recent pastor’s breakfast in Mt. 
Vernon. We also recognized five veterans and 
presented each with a small gift as a thank you for their 
service.  –Suzanne Lewis 

Crossroads                                     Pastor: Jeff Pope 
 

Greetings from Crossroads FWBC, The little Church 
with the big heart for God. 

On November 6, we honored our veterans, there were 
4 present.  Pastor sang a special.  Thankful for all those 
who served.  Sister Mary Altgilbers read a poem. 

On November 14th Pastor Jeff and Sister Linda 
attended a couples’ retreat.   

On November 16th we are having our Thanksgiving 
dinner.   Looking forward to a good message and then 
food and fellowship.  

We will be having our Wednesday night service on the 
Tuesday before Thanksgiving.  

Our Church has some of our property up for sale, 
praying we can sell it soon, people have expressed 
interest in it but no offers so far. Please pray that we can 
sell it soon. 

We are praying for our former Pastor John Hollis as he 
recovers from surgery he had on the 11th.  He had 
surgery to stop his essential tremors in his right hand. 

 

 

Our sister-in-Christ Tammy Ray needs prayers, she fell 
and broke her knee cap and hurt her arm as well.  Her 
sister Robin Crabtree has her staying with her right 
now. Praying that she will finally get the much-needed 
surgery as that was on her bad knee. 

Since this is Thanksgiving month, I am thankful for my 
Church family.  Thank God for saving my soul and 
bringing me here to this wonderful Church.  God has 
truly blessed me since I moved here.   

Hope everyone has a blessed and happy 
Thanksgiving.   God bless everyone. Don't forget to 
Pray for our Churches and our Nation.   –Tammy Boster 
 

Harmony                                 Pastor: Ben Eldridge 
 

We praise the Lord for providing much-needed rain. 
He always knows what we are in need of. 
On October 19th, following the evening service, we had 
pastor appreciation for Brother Ben and his family. 
Our Fall Festival was on Oct. 25th and God held off the 
rain until the doors were being locked on the church. 
We had 117 to 126 in attendance. It was hard to keep 
count as they came and went. All enjoyed the bouncy 
house, hay rides, games, food and great fellowship.  

As God blesses Harmony, we in turn, are able to help 
others. We donated to the Blessing Boxes for Veterans, 
with thanks to our Pastor's wife, Stephanie, for making 
us aware of this needed project.  

Thanks to all who showed up to take part in Operation 
Christmas Child Shoe boxes. Harmony was able to fill 
150 boxes this year. What a blessing.  

We pray that all had a blessed Thanksgiving, wish them 
a very Merry Christmas, and look forward to a Happy 
New Year. We do thank God for being with Harmony 
and providing for our needs this year. –Alice Barron 
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Hazel Dell                                  Pastor: Curtis Smith 
 

I am in awe of the beauty of the fall season.  As we 
enter the holiday season may we all be thankful for the 
blessings we are given. 

Brother Randy & Sis. Debbie Kash joined into full 
fellowship with us on Oct. 19th.  We love this couple 
and their family and felt they were already a part of 
Hazel Dell, but they wanted to make it official.  

Our annual Harvest Hayride/Cookout was held on 
Sunday, Nov. 2nd.  Brother Mike Sample delivered 
the devotion.  Several were present for a good 
evening of fellowship and fun. 

The Master’s Men group met on Sunday, Nov. 9th for 
their monthly meeting.  Eight were in attendance.  
Bro. Curtis gave the devotion. 

Congratulations to Matthew & Sydney Gibbons on the 
birth of their baby girl.  Kendal Grace was born on 
Wednesday, Nov. 5th.  Sis. Alyssa Lewis is the proud 
grandmother.  Great Grandparents are Bro. David & 
Sis. Karen Harrison. Great-Great Grandparents are 
Bro. Bob Harrison and Sis. Jean Ragland. We 
congratulate all of these on the blessing of Kendal. 

On Nov. 5th, we packed our Operation Christmas 
Child Boxes for Samaritan’s Purse.  We had hoped to 
collect enough items to fill 75 boxes. Praise the Lord, 
we packed 100 boxes to be shipped out soon.  Thank 
you to Sis. Emilee and her Sunday school class for 
sponsoring this project. –Diana Kirk 
 
Mt. Vernon                                 Pastor: Craig Smith 
 

Thanksgiving—a time for family, friends, and all the 
many blessings God has bestowed on us! We should 
be thanking God daily. No matter what a day may 
bring there is always a blessing given to us by God! 

Daylight Savings Time came to an end, and the 
beauty of the changing seasons is upon us. 

November 11th was a day we celebrated our many 
deserving veterans who have so faithfully served our 
great country! Many gave the ultimate sacrifice and 
that was their life! Pray daily they did not die in vain! 
 

 

 

 

And, on that frigid Tuesday morning we held our 
monthly Coffee Talk. Always a good time with good food 
and fellowship. 

Jericho’s Walk was November 15, and many were 
wearing new sweatshirts with our logo on them. Thank 
you, Lesa Morlan. What a blessing it has been to walk 
and pray for our city! 

On Sunday, November 16th, we all came together for our 
Thanksgiving meal. Another time of enjoying good food, 
fellowship, and God’s many blessings. 

Our WAC ladies have been busy selling beautiful 
calendars as a fundraiser. Their next meeting will be on 
November 19 at Sandy Ellis’ dining room table. 

GOD BLESS AMERICA! –Mary Ann Levitt 

Pittsburg                              Pastor: Eddie Donelson 
 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
goodwill toward men” (Luke 2:14).   

December has arrived, and with it comes one of the most 
joyful times of the year! As we wrap up 2025 and look to 
a brand new year, we are filled with gratitude for all that 
God has done though our church family.   

On Thursday night, November 13, we resumed our 
monthly Skate Night at Emery Brothers Skating Rink in 
Marion.  We were so grateful to be able to come 
together (young and young at heart) and enjoy some 
good ole’ fashion skating again.  Everyone enjoyed a 
wonderful time of fellowship both on and off the rink.  
Our next Skate Night will be held on Thursday, 
December 11, and admission is FREE! Bring a friend and 
join us! 

As we continue to prepare for our bi-annual Church 
Closet Giveaway, we ask for your prayers for the many 
hearts and souls who will come through our doors. May 
each one feel the love of Christ and the warmth of His 
presence as they visit and may seeds be planted that 
draw them closer to Him.  

We pray everyone has a safe, blessed and joy filled 
December, keeping in mind the true reason we 
celebrate – the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. –Heather 
Phillips 
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An Illini Christmas 
by Tyler Penn,  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is that time of year again where we celebrate the 
greatest gift, the gift of grace through the Son of God, 
Jesus Christ.  If there is one thing that I have found 
among the students, it is that they have such little 
knowledge of grace.  We even have students named 
Gracie who have no idea about what it is or what it 
means as it relates to the faith.  Last week we took a 
student named Grace to church and she said that the 
service was all about her because pastor Ed spoke on 
grace.   

I love this time of year and I love to reflect on the 
scriptures that relate to the coming of Christ for my 
salvation.  I know there are so many who never have 
this experience because they have no knowledge of 
the grace of Jesus Christ. They do not know of the gift 
of God that is eternal life.  They do not understand 
that Jesus was given as a sacrifice for our sins.  One of 
the great joys or our ministry is the opportunities we 
have to teach people about Jesus who know nothing 
about Jesus.  This semester we have been able to 
have weekly gospel teachings with students, and 
students coming to church, joining our bible study 
and it has been a true blessing.   

Be in prayer for our team as we celebrate this time of 
year with our students. The Portells will have a 
thanksgiving dinner for the students on Nov. 30th.   
We will have a Christmas party at English Corner with 
them on Dec. 3rd and then Kellie and I will host a 
Christmas baking day at our home on Dec. 13th.  We 
have so much fun during this season with the students 
getting to share of our traditions and to share the 
reason why we celebrate them. 

 
 

May the grace of God that echoes from our lips inside 
the church walls be more than a gentle whisper 
outside of it.  The world is in desperate need of the 
grace of God and we who have received are the ones 
who should be declaring it.  So, this Christmas season 
may you reflect on the gift of God’s grace and may you 
show it to others.   

Tyler Penn serves under IM as a missionary to international 
students at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. To 
support Tyler and Kellie, or to learn more about their work, 
visit iminc.org/missionary/tyler-and-kellie-penn/. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Above: Recent Meeting at English Corner 
 
                                           Below: New English Corner Space 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reporters, please note: Please send all correspondence for the Illinois Newsletter to 
www.iryan1970@gmail.com  The deadline for the January Newsletter is December 15 
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