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 Notes from the Promotional Director 
 

by Ivan Ryan, Promotional Director of the ILFWB State Association 
 

The theme for the 66th Annual Meeting of the Illinois State Association of 
Free Will Baptists is “The Gospel for All,” and it is our desire that as many as 
possible can gather together at Ina Free Will Baptist Church at 6:00pm on 
March 19th to kick things off. We are especially excited to welcome Dr. 
Barry Raper, the pastor of Bethel Free Will Baptist Church in Ashland, 
Tennessee and longtime professor of Pastoral Ministry at Welch College, as 
our speaker for the Christian Education Seminar that night. Dr. Raper will 
also preach on Friday morning. You will find a schedule of everything going 
on at the State Meeting on page 7. We’re excited to see you! 

On page 7, you will also find an important announcement from our Camp 
Hope Board. They are in the process of securing a new caretaker for our 
beloved camp, and you will find all the relevant information there. 

Before you get to page 7, make sure you check out Pastor Jon Cannon’s 
article that begins on page 6. I recently became interested in a series that 
Pastor Jon is preaching at Victory Church. He has agreed to share the basics 
of this series with us beginning this month. You will find the first installment 
in this issue as he shares about the dangers of isolation.  

Find us on the web at 
www.ilfwb.org 
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Arnold View                        Pastor: Adam Brown 
 

This winter has provided us with a visual reminder of 
how stunning it is to be washed as white as snow in 
Christ.  We celebrated the love the Savior has for each 
of us with food and wonderful fellowship in February.  
On Wednesday nights, we’ve started a new Bible 
study of the book of Malachi.  Pastor Adam has been 
doing a wonderful job reviewing the history, but 
posing reflective questions for us as to how it’s still 
applicable to our everyday lives.   

As the weather warms and we get some sneak peaks 
of spring, our junior church aged young people will 
enjoy a day out together at Pirate Pete’s.  Planning for 
our Spring Fling that includes activities for all ages is 
also well underway.  We’re also blessed to be able to 
attend the Crab Orchard Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes Palm Sunday service.  March is also the 
month of opportunities to attend meetings such as 
our annual AV business meeting, the ILFWB state 
meeting, and Welch College Rally.  Our spring 
session of Good News Club will also kick off.  Recently, 
Pastor Adam has been preaching in the book of 
Romans.  This has served as a great reminder of the 
Gospel being powerful, yet simple enough for 
children to understand.  As we continue throughout 
March, let’s remember how blessed we truly are to 
have the great gift of salvation. –Jodie Tanner 
 

Bakerville                                Pastor: Robert Craig 
 

February Greetings to our Brothers and Sisters in 
Christ!  

We had to cancel 2 services because of the weather.  

Our New Year resolution was to “Praise God More”. 
We can always find something to be thankful for, but 
this past snow storm has given us a lot more. I am so 
thankful we didn’t lose electricity. Please continue to 
pray for all the people around us who haven't had any 
heat for weeks. I’ve heard it said that we live in a donut 
hole. The bad weather is headed straight for us, then 
the worst seems to split and go around.  

Our Bro. Marvin Richardson has been in the hospital 
for quite awhile. Please pray for him.  

 

 

(Bakerville cont.) One of our church families is in need 
of a physical miracle. Our ladies are taking meals to 
them 3 days a week to help lighten their burden. 
Please remember them in prayer.  

We have 5 young ladies and 3 teachers looking 
forward to attending the Shine Simulcast Free in the 
Light, on Saturday February 21st at Ina FWBC. 

Rev. Luke Ganieany brought our p.m. message on Feb 
1st. It was a wonderful message, as usual. Thank you, 
Bro. Luke.  

Our congregation night will be Sunday, February 22 
at 6:00 pm. There will be good music, specials and 
great fellowship. Everyone is welcome.  

Until next month, may God Bless Everyone as we labor 
together for the Kingdom of God. –Janice Daniel 
 

Bear Point                               
The snow has  melted, and our youth have been busy 
blessing hearts through their service and activities. 

On January 11th, they hosted a successful Soup and 
Potato Bar to raise funds for the National Youth 
Conference. This was followed by Youth Sunday on 
February 8th, which featured a full choir and a great 
message from Brother David Shores, who is 
still  young at heart!   We were truly blessed to have 
both him and Sister Pat with us. Following the service, 
the youth distributed "Heavenly Sweets" treat boxes 
as part of another fundraiser. Several members then 
traveled to Stonebridge Nursing Home to visit the 
residents and pass out hand-written Valentines.  

February 1st was also a very special service with 
Brother Ivan Ryan preaching and leading the church 
in the observation of The Lord's Supper. It was a 
blessing to have him and Sister Diane with us as well. 
We are so grateful for his willingness to fill our pulpit.   

The first Wednesday of February  was our monthly 
fellowship, followed by a Bible study in Phillipians led 
by Brother Larry.  Paulette Newbury again hosted 
ladies night at her home on February 9th.  Jim and 
Carleen Roberts celebrated their 60th Anniversary on 
February 5th. What  great examples  of  LOVE we have 
seen in our church in February! –Mona Lappin 
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Blue Point                                  Pastor: Ernie Lewis 
 

Our Connect Teens recently enjoyed eating supper at 
McDonalds, then bowling in Salem. James Kennedy of 
the Benton Church was with us on a recent Sunday 
evening. He shared about E-TEAM and Truth and 
Peace before giving a devotion. We received an 
offering for his account.  
Our Budget Committee and our Building Committee 
have recently held meetings. Brother Ernie attended a 
Pastor’s Breakfast in Mt. Vernon at the Bonnie Café in 
the airport. He also attended the Executive Board 
meeting. Brother Ernie and Suzanne enjoyed a cruise 
called the Florida Minister’s and Wives Cruise. They 
also attended an alumni gathering at Welch College. 
We received a special offering for Welch College in 
February.  
We hosted southern gospel singers Jeff and Shari 
Easter in February. We also held “Team Sunday” for 
Cisne High School basketball players, cheerleaders, 
and their coaches. We recognized them during the 
morning service and afterward provided a pizza lunch 
for them and their families. We held a ‘Senior Grocery 
Giveaway’ for those age 60 and over on January 29th. –
Suzanne Lewis 
 

Crossroads                                     Pastor: Jeff Pope 
 

Greetings from Crossroads FWBC in Effingham IL.   We 
are a growing Church with a big heart for God.  

Congratulations to Mike and Mary Altgilbers on there 
51st Anniversary.   They are a big blessing to us      

On February 11th, we gathered around after Church 
and had special prayer for Bro. Jeff Deunk, he was in a 
lot of pain.  He has been battling cancer for a long time 
now. 

February 15 has been a big day in our Church, we 
celebrated We love our Church Sunday, followed by 
lunch.   

Sister Tammy Schroeder gave a powerful testimony 
and joined the Church in the morning service.  She also 
won the gift basket Sister Robin Crabtree makes for 
special occasions like today. 

We also took up a love offering for Bro. Craig and Sister 
Marcela Smith.  Several hundred was given.  As all 
know by now Pastor Craig's house burnt down.  Praise 
God no one was home at that time.  

 

 
 

(Crossroads Cont.) Isn't it nifty Pastor Jeff Pope is 
turning 60 on March 7th.  We are blessed to have him 
as our Pastor.    

Let's remember to Pray for our Nation and all our 
leaders.  Bless our Church leaders and our 
Missionaries.  –Tammy Boster 

Harmony                                  Pastor: Ben Eldridge 
 

Larry and Sandy Phipps joined our Harmony church 
family in January. They have been attending for some 
time and have blessed us with their music and 
friendship.  

James Kennedy from Benton Free Will Baptist came to 
Harmony to tell of his experience last year on E-Team 
and Truth and Peace and what plans he has for 2026 
after being accepted once again. We pray for him and 
those who also go on this team to learn and spread 
God's Word.  

As we were preparing for the Quarterly Meeting, winter 
came in with a blast, snow and freezing temperatures. 
Harmony had to cancel several services as well as the 
meeting due to road conditions.  

On February 7th, for the youth's valentine party, 40 
children and adults showed up at Pirate Pete's in 
Marion for a time of fun, games and eating. Thanks to 
Russell and Linda Hall for taking charge.  

A fun filled time was held at Harmony Church on the 
13th of February as we met to have our annual adult 
valentine party. There was 30 in attendance and after 
the meal, Kay Veller and Alice Barron was in charge of 
the games. We were so glad that Ms. Kay was able to 
be with us as she had been in the hospital after a fall at 
her home. We give God the praise for His healing 
power.  

Although VBS is several months from now, we have had 
our first meeting with Josh Hall who will once again be 
our director.  

Several members have been out due to sickness, 
surgeries, and the weather. We are praying that all will 
be back soon. We also pray for the visitors who have 
been coming to Harmony, that they may be blessed 
and have their spiritual needs met. –Alice Barron 
 



 
 

ILFWB NEWS: CHURCH NEWS 
  

4 
 

Hazel Dell                                  Pastor: Curtis Smith 
 

Greetings from all of us at Hazel Dell.  Looking 
forward to an early spring after all the snow we were 
blessed with.  It was beautiful. 

The Master’s Men group met for their monthly 
meeting on Sunday, February 8th.  Bro. Mike Sample 
cooked breakfast.  Bro. Rusty Miller delivered the 
message.  There were eight present for breakfast, 
devotion and fellowship. 

We held our Valentine’s banquet at the Bonnie Cafe 
at the Mt. Vernon Airport on Thursday, Feb. 12th., with 
24 in attendance.  Thank you to Sis. Debbie and Bro. 
Randy Kash for the beautiful decorating for the 
banquet.  Also, thank you to Bro. Curtis and Sis. 
Emilee for the games that were played.  A great time 
was had by all. –Diana Kirk 
 

Mt. Vernon                                 Pastor: Craig Smith 
 

Last month we talked about things getting back to 
normal at church after all the illness. Then, winter hit 
us with vengeance. We were unable to meet together 
for two weeks. Now, once again, we are back 
worshipping together! 
Our monthly Coffee Talk was held on February 10 
with a good attendance and wonderful fellowship. 
WAC met at the home of Sandy Ellis February 18 and 
spring plans were made. Another time of great 
fellowship. 
Jericho’s Walk was February 21. In January, the cold 
weather had us walking inside Solid Rock Church. 
Prayer is powerful.  As we meet together, our goal is 
the start of a great revival in our city. We pray for each 
home and family. 
Vesper service was February 22. We celebrated 
December, January, and February birthdays and 
anniversaries. 
By now most of you know our dear pastor and his wife 
lost their home to a fire. God blessed them in that no 
one was home and no one was hurt, including the 
firefighters. They do have a temporary place to live. 
They have set such a fine example to others of how 
God works in our lives when such a tragedy strikes! 
He has continued to preach and reach out  to  others,                                                                                                   

 

 

(Mt. Vernon Cont.) as has Marcella. Please keep them in 
prayer as you meet with our Lord each day! 
Be committed to pleasing the Lord, be humble to hear 
His instructions, and be faithful to all God has called you 
to do. –Mary Ann Levitt 

New Hope                                      Pastor: Larry Cook 
 

This is Kaitlyn Catron, the secretary, and I am not doing 
very well at getting a newsletter typed up every month 
for Ivan to put in the newsletter! I haven't written since 
October and Ms. Jackie says she's gonna give me"10 
lashes with a wet noodle."   

Anyways, we have been a busy bunch here at New Hope! 
I am going to go backwards a few months! In November, 
Sister Linda hosted a Women's fellowship at her house. 
Many of us had never been to her and Bro Larry's house. 
We had a great time.  

Then we hosted a Revival Nov 9-12 here at New Hope. 
Bro. Jason Janus, Bro. Curtis Smith, Bro. Jonathan Payne 
and Bro. Brad Ryan all spoke on different nights. 

After the revival, on the 15th of November, the youth 
group got together and put together around 30 shoe 
boxes for Samaritan's Purse. They all had a good time.  

Shortly after that was Thanksgiving! Happy belated 
Thanksgiving. 

In December, we had something every Sunday I believe. 
From Dennis and Carol Teague coming and sharing with 
us, to the WAC Christmas Party, to Christmas Caroling at 
a couple nursing homes and assisted living facilities, to 
the kids Christmas programs, fellowships and lots of 
eating! Merry late Christmas  

We rang in the New Year together in the fellowship hall. 
Bro. Larry brought a "short" devotion and we had some 
more food and played games until midnight! I can't think 
of a better place or better people to bring in the new 
year with! 

January was a little bit slower of a month, with the 
"snowpocalypse" and all the snow that came with that. 
We were super thankful there wasn't any ice here! 

Hopefully, it doesn't take me 3 or 4 months to write 
again! Or I just might get that wet noodle!  --Kaitlyn 
Catron 
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Waltonville                                 Pastor: Mark Wells 
 

I hope everyone has survived the extreme winter 
weather we have had.  The snow is melting pretty 
good and hopefully we have seen the worst of it, 
although Punxsutawney Phil says otherwise, I think we 
are all looking forward to Springtime and seeing all 
the beauty God provides. 

Our new church is coming along nicely, even with the 
cold weather, we are making progress.  If you happen 
to pass through Waltonville, come by and take a look 
at what has been done so far. 

In the past few months, three of our members have 
asked the Lord to come into their hearts and be 
baptized.  Madison Clark, Braxton Bowles, and 
Kayman Klamm and we are so excited for them as they 
explore God’s Word and grow in their faith. 

We had our annual Christmas Party in December.  
What a joyous time of year where we could all come 
together and celebrate the Birth of Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Food Pantry was blessed with help from the 
Waltonville High School kids.  They came and helped 
pass out boxes.  This time f year, with the holidays, we 
always seem to bet busier and have more food boxes.  
It’s a good feeling knowing that the younger 
generation is willing to help out the families in our 
area.  Kudos to the High School kids.  We really 
appreciate your help!! 

Pastor Mark and his wife, Tammy, celebrated their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary.  Celebrating 50 years if 
marriage and ministry is a rare and profound 
milestone, representing five decades of dedication, 
sacrifice, and community impact.  We wished them all 
the best in their continuing God’s work. 

From Our Church to Yours, we hope you all are having 
a wonderful start to the year and are staying healthy 
and warm.  God Bless!! –Audrey Gray 
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Lonely in a Crowded World 
by Jon Cannon 
 

One afternoon, while parking in the Bass Pro parking 
lot, my wife said, "Jon, listen to the title of this Fox 
News article, 'Surgeon General Called Loneliness An 
Epidemic. The Way to Fix It Doesn't Come from a 
Doctor.'" She then proceeded to read the article to 
me. After hearing what had been written, I knew in my 
heart I needed to address this topic.  
Here are the opening paragraphs to that article,  

"In 2024, Surgeon General Vivek Murthy issued an 
advisory declaring loneliness a public health 
epidemic. He wasn't exaggerating. The data 
shows social isolation is as deadly as smoking 15 
cigarettes a day and raises the risk of premature 
death by nearly 30%. Yet as a nation, we've done 
remarkably little to address it.  
I've been a practicing psychiatrist for more than 50 
years. This holiday season, my phone won't stop 
ringing. Patients are desperate for appointments — 
not because of clinical depression or anxiety 
disorders, but because they're profoundly alone. 
A recent AARP survey found 40% of adults 45 and 
older feel lonely, up five points from just a few 
years ago. The holidays only amplify the problem."  

Before sin entered the world, God said that loneliness 
was “not good” (Genesis 2:18) "And the LORD God 
said, 'It is not good that man should be alone; I will 
make him a helper comparable to him.'" If God called 
loneliness unhealthy in Eden, how much more 
dangerous is it now in a fallen world?  
Isolation doesn’t just affect the body—it slowly starves 
the soul. Isolation is not just emotional—it’s spiritual 
warfare. Satan isolates to weaken, but God connects 
to strengthen. Let's dig a little deeper. 
 

1.   Isolation Contradicts God's Design 
“And the LORD God said, ‘It is not good that man 
should be alone’” (Genesis 2:18a, NKJV).  
God. did not create us to be self-sufficient islands. 
Before sin, before work stress, before broken 
relationships—God said being alone is not good.  
Loneliness isn’t a weakness; it’s a warning light that 
something essential is missing. Therefore, stop calling 
isolation independence. Ask yourself: "Who truly 
knows me?” Commit to consistent Christian 
fellowship—not occasional contact. 

 

 

2.   Isolation Weakens Us Spiritually  
“Two are better than one... For if they fall, one will lift 
up his companion. But woe to him who is alone when 
he falls” (Eccl. 4:9-19). 
“And let us consider one another in order to stir up love 
and good works, not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but 
exhorting one another, and so much the more as you 
see the day approaching” (Hebrews 10:25).  
The enemy often waits to attack until we’re alone. 
Isolation removes accountability, encouragement, 
and correction. Therefore, when we fall alone, shame 
keeps us down longer. I encourage you to invite 
trusted believers into your spiritual walk. Don’t wait 
until you fall to seek help. Join a small group, a bible 
class, or get involved in a ministry team.  
 

 3.   Isolation Distorts Our Thinking 
“A man who isolates himself seeks his own desire; He 
rages against all wise judgement” (Proverbs 18:1). 

Let’s break this verse down: 

• Isolates himself à the Hebrew word for isolate 
(pārad) means to separate, to divie, or to break 
away. The implication is this: a deliberate 
withdrawal, not a temporary season of rest or 
solitude. Biblical solitude draws us toward God, but 
sinful isolation pushes us away from people and 
godly counsel. 
 

• Seeks his own desire à the Hebrew word for desire 
is ta’avah, which means a craving, an appetite, lust, 
or self-will. This is not neutral desire; it implies an 
unchecked and self-centered longing. 

 
• He rages à The Hebrew word for rages is gala, 

which means to break out or to show hostility. This 
is an emotional intensity: not a calm disagreement, 
but an angry resistance. This rage comes from 
being defensive when corrected, hostile toward 
accountability, and emotionally reactive when 
challenged. Isolation does not produce peace, but 
irritability and volatility.  

 
• Against all wise judgment à The Hebrew word 

tushiyyah means sound wisdom, good sense, or 
godly counsel, not just some sound advice, but 
every form of wisdom. Therefore, the isolated 
person dismisses Scripture, rejects godly counsel, 
resists leadership and labels wisdom as control or 
judgmental.  
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Conclusion 
Isolation is not just being neutral. It reveals a heart that 
prefers self-rule over godly wisdom. Are you living in 
isolation? If so, take one intentional step this week—
reach out, reconnect, or invite someone into your life. 
Healing begins with a simple decision: I will not isolate 
anymore. Take a moment and watch this full message 
on my YouTube channel. Sermon notes are provided 
on my blog. Links are below.  
 
My blog: https://myvictory.church/blog/2026/lonely-in-a-crowded-world. 
 
My YouTube Channel: https://youtube.com/watch?v=KlQ53hwvPIG&list= 
PLOVbK6 fGDk8RHQs0Us2UiiEFtllBJV &index=4 
 

Jon Cannon is the senior pastor of Victory Free Will Baptist 
Church in O’Fallon, Illinois. He and his wife, Debbie, have 
lived in the area since planting the church in 1999.  

 
Camp Hope: Help Wanted 
 

The Board of Camp Hope would like to extend our 
appreciation to Bro. Ryan Payne for his years of service 
as our camp caretaker. We appreciate all that he has 
done and pray for God’s riches blessings on his family 
and future endeavors.  
 

With this, Camp Hope is in need of a new camp 
caretaker. Anyone interested in this position may send 
their resume to the following address by March 31: 
 

Camp Hope Board 
C/O Bro. Bryan Harris 
14294 Paulton Rd. 
Pittsburg, IL 62974 

 

Also, with the camp season approaching, there are 
some projects that need to be completed prior to the 
summer season. If you are interested in helping with 
these projects, please contact one of our camp board 
members. 

 

 

State Meeting Schedule 
 

Thursday 
6:00pm  Call to Order 
                 Opening Remarks 
                      Bro. Brad Ryan, Host Pastor 
                      Bro. Curtis Smith, Moderator 
                 Recognition of Standing Delegates   
                 District Reports 
                 Appointment of Business Committee 
                 Adoption of Together Way Allocations 
                 State Treasurer’s Report 
                 Auditing Committee Report 
                 Executive Board Report 
                 Partial Report of the Nominating Committee 
                 Promotional Secretary 
6:45pm   Recess 
7:00pm   C.E. Board Seminar w/ Dr. Barry Raper 
8:00pm   Business Reconvenes 
                 Master’s Men Board Report 
                 CTS Board Report 
                 Partial Report of the Business Committee 
 

Friday 
9:00am  Business Reconvenes 
                Reports 
                     North American Ministries 
                     Illinois Missions Board 
                     International Missions 
                     Richland Ave. Financial 
11:00am Worship Service 
                     Presiding: Bro. Ivan Ryan 
                     Preaching: Bro. Barry Raper 
12:00pm Lunch Recess 
                     Banquet Provided by Ina FWBC 
                     Moderator’s Message During Lunch 
1:30pm    Worship Service 
                      Presiding: Bro. Curtis Smith 
                      Preaching: Bro. Ryan Spradlin 
2:15pm     Business Reconvenes 
               d   Reports 
                      Women Active for Christ 
                      Free Will Baptist Foundation 
                      NAFWB Executive Office 
                      Christian Education Board 
                      Camp Hope Board 
                      Welch College 
                      D6 Family Ministries 
                   Final Report of Business Committee 
                   Election of Delegates to NAFWB Conv. 
                   Final Report of the Nominating Committee 
                   Final Committees Appointed 
                   Registration Report 
                   Obituary Report 
                   Announcements and Adjournment  



Reporters, please note: Please send all correspondence for the Illinois Newsletter to 
www.iryan1970@gmail.com  The deadline for the April Newsletter is March 15 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

    Illinois Free Will Baptist          March 2026 

  NEWSLETTER 
  Illinois State Association of Free Will Baptists  
      P.O. Box 1   Bonnie, Illinois  62816-0001     

U. S. Postage Paid 
Non-Profit Org. 
Bonnie, Illinois 
Permit Number 1 

  

 

 

OR CURRENT RESIDENT 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


