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 Notes from the Promotional Director  
 

Reflections on the Resurrection 
 

He is not here for He is risen as He said. Come see the place where the Lord lay. And 
go quickly, and tell his disciples that He is risen from the dead (Matt. 28:6-7). 

 

On that early Easter morning, the two Marys were startled to first see the angel of the 
Lord, and then to hear the amazing message, “He is not here!” Aren’t you thankful that 
He is still not there—that He is no longer in the grave? That is why we can sing: 
 

Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian, lift up your voice and sing 
Eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ the King! 
The hope of all who seek Him, the Help of all who find 
None other is so loving, so good and kind 
 

He lives! He lives! Christ Jesus lives today! 
He walks with me, and talks with me along life’s narrow way. 
He lives! He lives! Salvation to impart 
You ask me how I know He lives. 
He lives within my heart  (“He Lives,” © 1933 Homer A. Rodeheaver) 
 

The Easter season is over for the year of 2025, but it is up to us to carry the message of 
Life, Faith, and Hope throughout the year just like those women did on the first Easter 
Sunday. It is a yearlong necessity.  
 

Highlights from the State Meeting 
 

The 65th Annual Meeting of the Illinois State Association of Free Will Baptists was held 
in March at the Arnold View Church, which is to be commended for its hospitality. In 
addition to hearing numerous reports from around the denomination, we were 
pleased to hear from Evangelist Bob Thomas during the CE Board Seminar as well as 
during the Friday morning worship service. Bro. Thomas shared about his experience 
with church revitalization efforts in Oklahoma, and his biblical insights encouraged us 
all for more effective kingdom work. We were also pleased to hear a history of Illinois 
Free Will Baptists from Moderator Curtis Smith and a wonderful message from Bro. 
Craig Smith of the Mount Vernon First Free Will Baptist Church on Friday afternoon.  
 
 
 

Find us on the web at 
www.ilfwb.org 

Moderator Curtis Smith recognizes 
outgoing Treasurer Mike Johnston. 
Bro. Johnston has served faithfully 
for many years 

Evangelist Bob Thomas shares a 
moment with our other speaker, Bro. 
Craig Smith.  

Sarah M. shares a moment with Sarah 
Fletcher and Darren and Dana Portell. 
Beyond them we see Don Federle and 
Tyler Penn. 
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Arnold View                        Pastor: Adam Brown 
 

At Arnold View, we enjoyed a wonderful Easter worship.  
This sweet day included a sunrise service, potluck 
breakfast, Sunday School, and worship service.  We were 
reminded that an empty tomb is a symbol of the victory 
we can have through Jesus Christ when we accept him 
as Savior to work in our lives.  Knowing that He is with us 
through the end of the age is a comfort.  We’re so 
grateful for this at all times, but certainly in difficult 
circumstances.  We pray for his comfort over the Norris 
and Brown families in their recent losses.  Some of our 
youth participated in the Illinois CTS at Ina.  How lovely 
to see young people hone their talents and abilities to 
serve!   
 

As we look to May, we’ll celebrate graduates, women, 
and plan for summer activities.  Plans continue for our 
Vacation Bible School.  We have several high school and 
college graduates.  Lana Orrill and Skye Mausey will 
graduate from Marion High School.  From John A Logan 
College, Camden Doss and Josh Loyd are graduating.  
Kristin Chamness is graduating from SIU-C.  As these 
students take their next steps, it is our earnest prayer that 
they continue to seek Christ’s guidance.  The Ladies 
Banquet will again be hosted by the Women Active for 
Christ.  Our youth group is kicking off the summer with a 
mission trip where they’ll serve the Mt. Vernon 
community while learning to share the gospel & their 
testimony.  Pastor Adam recently shared from Colossians 
about how to pray for changes in others and in your own 
life.  In our day to day living, we are sure to encounter 
people that are seeking.  As we go about our days, let us 
pray for change in our own lives that we’d seek to know 
Christ more while being empowered with His strength to 
endure suffering with joy and an attitude of gratefulness.  
–Jodi Tanner, Reporter 
 
 

 

 

Bear Point                            Pastor: Gowdy Canon 
 

March was certainly stormy in many ways for our 
church.   Praise God for his protection of a 
precious couple, Jim and Sue Dean, whose home was 
severely damaged by a falling tree. Some church 
members, along with their family, were able 
to remove the tree from  the roof and get it tarped to 
prevent more damage.  A meal train was provided for 
a week to help out, after which Jim personally thanked 
the church in a testimony during the morning 
service.  Also, Pastor Gowdy's mother Yvonne came 
through a serious heart surgery and is on the mend, 
but still in need of prayer as she continues to heal.   
 

Brother Mark Headrick was with us to share about the 
work of Harvest FWB Child Care Ministries in 
Tuxtepec, Mexico.  It was such a blessing to see how 
well these kids are cared for.  They have family 
devotions, church services where they participate in 
worship, as well as being home-schooled using a faith-
based curriculum. 
 

March was Pastor Wives Appreciation Month. Sister 
Kayla was recognized on social media as well as in the 
morning service.  Sister Carleen Robert's presented 
her with a love offering from the church to show our 
love and appreciation for ALL that she does!  We are 
so blessed to have such a talented musician and 
worship leader in addition to her hard work in many 
other areas like WAC, especially for our annual 
Country Store.  All of that is just a side note to her full-
time job as a wife, mom to Liam and Bo and being a 
public school teacher!  We APPRECIATE her so much! 
 

The Youth have been busy fund-raising and prepping 
for the upcoming State competition.  They had a 
pancake breakfast on April 12th  which raised about 
$400.  Then on Sunday the 13th we were blessed by 
Liam Cannon and Hazel Zsido  reciting the Books of 
the Bible,  Emerson Zsido shared her Bible 
memorization skills followed by her precious singing 
of Still Waters ( Psalm 23).  Sister duet Layla and Alba 
Newbury then sang Worthy Of  It All  in perfect 
harmony which stirred the hearts of many who 
responded in raised hands and tears.  What a GREAT 
Palm Sunday service. 
 

Looking forward to what the EASTER service 
brings...Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.  He isn't 
here!  He is risen from the dead! -- Mark 16:6 (NLT) 
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Benton First                    Pastor: Phillip Kennedy 
 

God is good, All the time, and all the time, God is 
good. Out student hangouts have been going well! I 
am encouraged to report that we have had more 
Sundays with visitors recently than we have without! 
We had a special meal at the end of March that had lots 
of visitors! Gym night in April also connected us to 
several whom we did not previously know. 

Our Women’s Fellowship has been active. They met for 
Bible Study on April 5th and are continuing their study 
of women in the Bible. April’s lesson was on Abigail. 
They also handmade cards to be sent out to shut-ins 
and absent members. 

Our homecoming will be on June 1st this year. We will 
have Victory Voices with us and a meal to follow. By the 
time this letter goes out Easter will be past, but we are 
greatly looking forward to Resurrection Sunday! May 
God bless all of our churches as we present the Gospel 
message! 
 

Blue Point                                     Pastor: Ernie Lewis 
 

Recently a fund raiser dinner and silent auction was held 
in the Link. A couple of ladies organized this event to 
help support Melissa Matthews in her battle with 
leukemia.  

Brother Ernie and Suzanne attended the Welch Dinner 
for area pastors and wives held at the Bonnie Café, Mt. 
Vernon Airport. They have also attended the Illinois 
State Association at the Arnold View Church and the 
East Central District meeting at Oak Valley Church. 
Brother Ernie was the preacher for the quarterly 
meeting. Brother Ernie also spoke at a Monday chapel 
at Full Armor Christian Academy.  

On a recent Sunday morning Promotional Director Ivan 
Ryan was our guest speaker. That evening our praise 
team hosted a worship night. We have held a couple of 
planning meetings for our upcoming Vacation Bible 
School, always a blessing at Blue Point. Our church 
recently enjoyed a couple of wedding showers for 
young couples who are getting married in June. The first 
shower was for Kodie Nobles and Noah Barnard. The 
other shower was for Maddie Bowen and Gunner 
Wilson. Our prayers are with these young couples as 
they begin these new stages of their lives. –Suzanne 
Lewis, Reporter 

 

 
 

Crossroads                                     Pastor: Jeff Pope 
 

Our WNAC has been doing a fundraiser that ends at 
the end of April. We are collecting money for our 
missionaries, Osam and Emily Sakamoto. It is a contest 
between the men and the women. Whichever team 
collects the most money, the losing team leader will get 
a pie in the face by the winning team leader. The 
women have won the last two years. Team leaders this 
year are Kim Karnes and Isaac Swafford. 

Sister Robin Crabtree had hip replacement surgery, 
prayers for her and her family as she recovers. She is 
starting physical therapy. Her sister Tammy has been a 
blessing; she is taking good care of her sister. 

Praying for the Bartels family, Roy and Kathy. Roy is 
battling cancer, praying they found it soon enough. 
Their family is going through a lot right now and need 
major prayers. 

We had a revival at the end of January, Bro. Clint 
Matlock gave his heart to the Lord. He will be getting 
baptized in the near future. So grateful and blessed to 
have him and his wife here at church. 

So thankful for our church family. Praying for our pastor 
and family as they continue to minister to us. Pastor is 
doing a great job.  

Live in such a way that those who know You, but don’t 
know God, will come to know GOD because they know 
you.  –Tammy Boster, Reporter 

Mt. Vernon First                              Pastor: Craig Smith 
The glory of spring has arrived with all its beauty! God’s 
splendor is all around us. Take time each day to enjoy it 
and give God thanks! 

Our 5th Sunday night singing was March 30. Followed by 
the March birthday and anniversary social. 

The WAC bags with thirty pieces of silver were collected 
and placed at the foot of our cross for Easter. They also 
had a successful bake sale on April 12 at Rural King in 
Mt. Vernon. Their April meeting was held at the home of 
Sandy Ellis on April 16. 

Communion and a candlelight service was April 18 to 
observe Good Friday.  

Our prayers go out to Pam Wooden who lost her 
daughter, Jenny White, after a battle with cancer. 

Please pray daily for our great country and our President! 

Never forget who hung on that old rugged cross for you! 
–Mary Ann Levitt, Reporter 
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Harmony                                         Pastor: Kent Dunford 
 

On March 9th, we celebrated sister Tedra and Bro. Kent’s 
birthday as they share the same date.  Thank you for Bro, 
Ted Cunningham for preaching our evening service. 

March 23rd we celebrated Bro. Kent’s 50 years of service, 
preaching the Word.  Most of his family was able to attend 
as well as friends.  That evening we had a Praise and 
Worship service with poems, testimonies and songs.  What 
a blessing. 

On the 40th, Bro. Ben Eldridge was with us to preach the 
morning service.  

On April 12th, we had a Pizza Lunch at noon and an Egg 
Hunt at 1:00 pm.  We had a great turn-out and even had a 
Mr. Bunny show up.  We started with a devotion led by 
brother Ted Cunningham.  Thanks to all who brought their 
children and those who took part. 

On the 13th Bro. Ben Eldridge once again came and 
preached for us at Harmony’s morning service.  And praise 
the Lord, Ted and Linda Cunningham are now members of 
Harmony Church.  We welcome them to our family and so 
appreciate what they add to our services. 

Homecoming will be May 3rd with Bro Ryan Spradlin 
preaching in the morning.  Bro Ryan is the pastor of the 
Calvary Free Will Baptist church in Salem.  The Victory 
Singers will be here in the afternoon following the noon 
meal,  Come join us for a special day. We are also busy 
preparing for our VBS which will be June 16-17. –Alice 
Barron, Reporter 

Hazel Dell                                        Pastor: Curtis Smith 
 

Praise the Lord for Bro. Chase Lindenburg’s baptism on 
Sunday March 30th. It is such a blessing to have him and 
his family join us in worship and fellowship. Our kids 
enjoyed an Easter Egg Hunt on April 12th. Then several 
ladies from the church attended a baby shower for Miss 
Everlee Miller at the Ezra Church in West Frankfort. What a 
blessing it was to be a part of this celebration. Everlee and 
her family received a lot of love from all. Continue to pray 
for this family as they are waiting for things to progress so 
they can bring her home. All in God’s timing. We will be 
hosting the Sesser Ministerial Alliance Good Friday Service 
this year. Bro. Chris Hottenson wlll be preaching the 
message. We look forward to the worship time with our 
fellow community churches. Titus Smith, Lydia Smith and 
Ariel Smith will be competing in CTS Competition this year. 
It is so good to see young people follow and serve the 
Lord. “Jesus sad unto her, I am the resurrection, and the 
life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live.” John11:25 –Diana Kirk, Reporter  

 

 

Ina                                                            Pastor: Brad Ryan 
Greetings from the Ina FWB Church! We are in a busy, but 
wonderful spring season! We have had several guest 
speakers lately, starting with Evan Ryan on February 23rd. 
We ended February with a Chili Cook-Off and Game Night 
on the 28th. It was a fun night of fellowship. Alyssa Russel 
won Best Chili and took home the trophy! 

In March our Ladies Friendship Circle had a Bake Sale. Our 
people are always generous to donate, raising money for 
missions, and they get a baked treat in return! Our teens 
enjoyed ice skating on March 8th. Bro. Jack Ryan recently 
answered the call to preach and spoke during our evening 
service on March 16th. We are so proud of him! Bro. Bob 
Thomas was with us on March 23rd and spoke during our 
morning and evening services. We sp enjoyed having him. 

Samuel Kash and Alyssa Russel were married on April 5th. 
We are praying for this young couple as they start their new 
life together! Our Palm Sunday Drama "More Than Just a 
Man" was a success! We are so thankful for those who 
worked hard to perform the depiction of Holy Week. It was 
a blessing, both for those involved in the drama, and for 
those who watched! –Katie William, Reporter 
 

Do You Pray God’s Will? 
by Phillip Kennedy, Pastor of the Benton First FWB Church 
 

When we pray, we often pray for what we want like we are 
ordering in a drive-thru. “God can I have this and that and 
patience, and can you make that happen quick?”  

However, that is not how prayer works. Nor is it the 
purpose of prayer. Prayer is talking to God, and He wants 
to hear your concerns. Pray is about us getting on board 
with God’s will! 

Jesus taught us to pray in Matthew 6:10, “Your kingdom 
come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.” 

As believers, we are to work and pray for the advancement 
of God’s kingdom. God’s kingdom on earth is a spiritual 
kingdom, presently in the hearts of believers. Christ in us! 
The more we submit to God’s will and seek to become 
more like Jesus, this prayer will become truer. God’s will is 
revealed to us in God’s Word. Read that Word and pray 
that believers will obey and share it. There is no sin in 
Heaven, so God’s will is perfect there. Let’s repent and 
seek His will here. 
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JCity                                              Pastor: Randy Carney 

If someone was able to find a way into our town, they 
would find J-City was very busy during the month of April.  
With Pastor Randy & Rhonda gone for three weeks to visit 
Rusty’s family in Japan, Keith Fletcher stepped back into 
the pulpit to deliver a three part sermon series titled 
PREPARE to WORSHIP the KING that were well received 
.  Remember those two storms that rolled through our 
area? The church is the official storm shelter for JC and we 
sheltered over 60 people (and dogs!) both times.  

The first Sunday night of every month is Movie Night and 
we watched War Room. Ron Whitecotton heads up this 
ministry. Several of our members are involved in Kids 
Club, an after school Bible program, with some children 
getting saved. The JCMA community service was at J-City 
the night of Palm Sunday as our local churches gather 
together to worship. An extended altar call saw two young 
people come forward. JC Lunch Bunch, entering year #16, 
begins June 2nd…and the Lord is already providing.  We 
received a large check from the local lodge the day before 
the grocery store started its annual meat sale! 

Sadly, two members went to be with the Lord. Please pray 
for the Paul Moore and Charles Edwards families. 

Finally, take a gander at 
the money tree that was 
given to Pastor Randy and 
Rhonda before their flight 
to Japan. Unfortunately, 
there were no seeds found 
to grow another one… –
Doug Hancock, Reporter 
 

Oak Valley                                     Pastor: Marty Smith 
 

Pastor Smith and I helped with collecting and delivering 
toiletries and snacks for the homeless shelter in Mount 
Vernon. Pastor Marty and I are also part of the Christian 
Motorcyle Association (CMA), and we recently attended 
a leadership conference in Peoria. We also attended a 3-
day Pastors retreat in Mena, Arkansas. 

Members of the church have gotten the church 
Facebook page set up and have been streaming our 
Sunday services with lots of views. The church has also 
gotten a few updates including a/v, pastor’s study, and 
security cameras.  

With the weather starting to warm up, Pastor Marty and I 
are planning to introduce ourselves to people in the 
community and invite them to church. The church is also 
taking up a love offering for a woman in the community 
who recently had a stroke. –Tonya Smith, Reporter 

 Pittsburg                                         Pastor Eddie Donelson 
 

Greetings from PFWBC! Praying every one of you had a 
blessed Resurrection Sunday! “The resurrection of Christ 
changed the midnight of bereavement into a sunrise of 
reunion; it changed the midnight of disappointment into a 
sunrise of joy; it changed the midnight of fear to a sunrise 
of peace” (Billy Graham).  

This month we will host our bi-annual Church Closet 
Giveaway on Saturday May 17 (7am-noon). If you have any 
questions about donating items to the closet feel free to call 
the church office at 618-982-2230. All items are currently 
needed. Please join us in praying for the hundreds of souls 
who will walk through the doors; that they would feel His 
presence and desire to come back and worship with us. 

We are also looking forward to our Dutch Anderson 
Memorial Day Fish Fry! The fryers start early and the aroma 
begins to draw in the crowds! 

Happy Mother’s Day to all the moms and women who have 
blessed and made a difference in the lives of others. –
Heather Phillips, Reporter 

New Hope                                               Pastor: Larry Cook 
 

To enter in the new year we had a homemade pizza party in 
the fellowship hall! A good time was had by all that stayed 
and played games until midnight.  
 

Rhonda McLearin and Jackie Capps had the opportunity to 
attend the celebration of the 30th Anniversary of Sisters-in-
Spirit, held at Grange Hall FWB Church. One of their ladies 
recently moved in the area. She was originally from Belle 
Rive. Three New Hope ladies are from Belle Rive so they had 
a good time reminiscing.  

Hard candy was sent to Japan to be passed out at Easter. 

Several of our youth have been practicing for the CTS 
competition. We had a soup and potato dinner after church 
9n February 23rd for donation and March 16th we had a bake 
sale for donation towards cost of National Convention. The 
next event with be in May and will be a fish fry! 

James Kennedy presented about E-Team and Truth and 
Peace on March 2nd during the evening service. He received 
an offering from the congregation.  

Bro Larry has been using the Sunday evening message to 
teach, verse by verse, a book in the bible. Ephesians has 
been completed and we are studying the book of Acts. –
Jackie Capps and Kaitlyn Catron, Reporters 

Rescue                                               Pastor: Bryant Harris 
Happy Easter! It’s a special time to remember our Savior and 
count our blessings. No matter how high the mountain or 
how low the valley, God hears our prayers every hour. –
Donna Harmon, Reporter 

 



Reporters, please note: Please send all correspondence for the Illinois Newsletter to 
www.iryan1970@gmail.com  The deadline for the June Newsletter is May 15 
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