
 

 
 ILFWB NEWSLETTER   

Nov.  2025 
  

  
A Monthly Publication for Illinois Free Will Baptist Families  

 
INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Church News (2-5) 

Arnold View,  

Bear Point, 

Blue Point,  

Crossroads,  

Harmony, 

Hazel Dell, 

Ina, 

Mt. Vernon, 

Rescue, 

New Hope, 

Pittsburg, 

Waltonville 

__ 

Illinois Voices and News (6) 
 
Hope and Renewal Marriage 
Retreat Offers a Fresh Start  

__ 

Upcoming Events 

FWB Leadership Conf: Dec. 8-9 

Marriage Retreat: Feb. 26 – Mar. 1 

 

 

 

 

 Notes from the Promotional Director 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each November, Free Will Baptists all across the nation are encouraged 
to give to the Mission North America Offering, which primarily goes to 
support vibrant church planting efforts throughout the United States, 
Mexico, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. Church-planting is not the 
only task of Free Will Baptist North America Ministries (NAM), though! 
NAM is also responsible for endorsing Free Will Baptist chaplains to 
serve in our nation’s military, law enforcement services, and other 
organizations. In addition, NAM is engaged in reaching the nations next 
door through cross-cultural ministry. Every gift fuels gospel-work that 
changes stories, families, and communities. Your partnership helps 
launch new works, bolster existing ministries, and multiply witness 
where it’s needed most. Simply put, your generosity moves the mission 
forward. 

As Illinois Free Will Baptists look toward, pray about, and give to the 
Mission North America Offering on November 23rd, we are especially 
mindful of our NAM missionaries in Champaign. For several years, we 
have been blessed to have Bro. Ed and Sis. Rachel Goode serving in the 
Bridge Church, and now we are doubly blessed to have Bro. Jeremy and 
Sis. Rebekah Huff join them as they labor to make the real Jesus 
impossible to ignore in Champaign, and around the world. Your gift to 
the Mission North America offering will help support missionaries just 
like the Goodes and the Huffs all across the continent! 

Find us on the web at 
www.ilfwb.org 
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Arnold View                        Pastor: Adam Brown 
 

It seems as though October has been a blur.  Between 
parades, Trunk or Treats, Good News Club and the 
Fall Festival, Arnold View has been out in the 
community or had the community come celebrate 
with us.  There’s been a lovely banner in the entryway 
where folks can post all the things that they appreciate 
being done at the church from keeping the flowers 
watered and beautiful to making the coffee at 
meeting times and so much more.  While we 
appreciate all those who serve at the church,  we 
recognize how blessed we are to have Pastor Adam 
and his family.  We concluded October with an 
appreciation dinner.   
 

Of course, November is full of preparations for the 
Christmas season.  However, we’ll be hosting a 
Veterans’ Day service on November 9 in the morning.  
We’ll celebrate Thanksgiving with our church family 
and community on Sunday, November 16.  Just a few 
days later, we’ll host the community Thanksgiving 
service.  It is such a great opportunity to worship with 
others in the community in this season of gratitude.  
As we turn to the Season of Hope, let’s not take for 
granted all of the blessings and opportunities that 
come our way each and every day. –Jodi Tanner 
 

Bear Point 
 

For all of you who were baptized into Christ have 
clothed yourselves with Christ. (Galatians 3: 27 NIV) 
 

FIVE BAPTISMS at Bear Point!  Hazel Zsido was 
baptized on August 24th, and has the distinction of 
being the first person baptized outside in a watering 
trough.  Because the baptistry was being repaired 
and Hazel didn't want to wait, she suggested they get 
a pool for outside. Meelah Champlin was the next 
outdoor baptism on September 7th.  Meelah was 
saved at Camp Hope in 2023.  Veda Dorris, who was 
saved at Camp Hope this year was baptized in the 
newly restored baptistry on September 
21st.  Louisa Mandrell wanted to be baptized outside 
as well, so Louisa's baptism took place before the 
Wednesday night service on October 1st so her dad 
could be there.  Pastor Gowdy had the privilege of 
baptizing all these precious girls.  The most recent 
was the re-baptizing of Alyn Newbury on October 12th. 

 

 
 

Alyn made a recording of her testimony about her 
decision to be re-baptized as an act of "letting 
go".  What a BLESSING all these have been! 
 

The Youth fried pies on their day off from school on 
October 14th.  This is always a very popular and 
"sweet" fundraiser. 
 

The Cannon's last Sunday with us was October 12th. 
They were with us for 6 years, 3 months, and 5 
days!  Kayla led us in an emotional worship 
service.  Pastor Gowdy's message was 
from Philippians 1:3..."I Thank God Every Time I 
Remember You" and ended with a touching video of 
pictures from the past 6 years.  There was a farewell 
potluck and lots of hugs and tears, but it's not really 
goodbye, because they will remain in Sesser and 
continue to be a part of the community.  Please pray 
for them as they move into a new home, and for 
Gowdy as he launches his podcast, The Canon 
Connection in 2026. Gowdy, Kayla, Liam and Bo 
will be greatly missed!   Please PRAY especially for the 
church as we seek a new pastor. –Mona Lappin 
 

Blue Point                                   Pastor: Ernie Lewis 
 

We enjoyed our 2nd season of “Centered Soccer” in 
the east field at Blue Point. We appreciate the work 
that Amelia Byars does in coordinating this event. This 
year there was a new addition: a playground just north 
of the field. It was enjoyed by many of the siblings of 
the soccer players. Thanks to Hayden Byars for 
coordinating the work crew for the assembly of the 
playground pieces.  
 

Emalie Matthews was the leader of the See You at the 
Pole assembly this year at Cisne High School. Blue 
Point provided donuts and sodas for all those who 
attended. Brother Ernie enjoyed the monthly pastor’s 
breakfast at the Mt. Vernon Airport. He also 
represented us at the quarterly meeting at Pleasant 
View and was blessed by the message by Ryan 
Spradlin.  
 

Connie McGrew coordinated our recent blood drive 
held in the Link. We exceeded our goal again, and we 
appreciate those willing donors in our church and 
neighborhood. 
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Thanks to Shannon and Kim Hosick for once again 
coordinating our annual “Chili and Chowder”. Once 
again, the soups were delicious. Linda Spicer headed 
up the decorating of the church for fall. With the 
pumpkins, the gourds, and the fall wreaths, the church 
looks beautiful. Hope Walker and Suzanne Lewis 
thoroughly enjoyed the Ladies Retreat at Camp Hope. 
From the music to the games to the food, everything 
was a blessing. But the highlight was definitely the 
messages brought by speaker Carol Reid.  
 

We recently celebrated our 128th anniversary with 
special homecoming services. “Victory Voices” 
provided special singing during the Sunday school 
hour. We were also blessed by a special from a group 
of Blue Point folks. Our guest speaker was Cliff 
Donoho. In the past, Cliff not only pastored Blue Point, 
but also Oak Valley, the Free Will Baptist church closest 
to us. He then went to Salem to plant the Calvary Free 
Will Baptist Church there. He shared many delightful 
memories and preached a powerful message. The day 
ended with a delicious meal served to a large crowd. 
Every day we are thankful for God’s blessings.  
–Suzanne Lewis 
 

Crossroads                                     Pastor: Jeff Pope 
 

We are rejoicing for the Salvation of Roy Dean and 
Dreyden Bartels, a father and son who were saved 
together on September 17th.  They will be baptized on 
October 19th. What a blessing and answer to 
prayers. Never give up on praying for your lost family 
and friends.  
 

This is Pastor Appreciation month.  We love and 
appreciate Pastor Jeff Pope and his wife Linda and 
daughter Lindsey. They are a great blessing to 
us.   Praying for them, and thanking God for them.   
 

On October 5th, six of our Church family participated 
in Life Chain. They sat by the road holding up signs 
against abortion.  We are prolife.   
 

On October 17th our WNAC is having their final 
fundraiser for missions.  The money will go to Osam 
and Emily Sakomoto, missionaries to Japan.  The 
Altgilbers are hosting a wiener roast at their home.   

 

 

 

We had several of our Church family out sick on the 
12th.  Praying for everyone.  
 

Please pray for our Churches and missionaries 
worldwide.   Also pray for our nation.  
 

God bless you all.  Have a blessed rest of this month. 
–Tammy Boster 

Harmony                                 Pastor: Ben Eldridge 
 

The trees are turning beautiful golds and browns, the 
air is cooler and the Lord continues to bless. Bro. Ben 
Eldridge has officially started as pastor and we 
appreciate him and his family so much.  
 

Songs, testimonies and readings filled the evening 
service on August 31st and following we had our 
Birthday and Anniversary fellowship.  
 

We would like to congratulate Tahia and Cruz Macias 
on the birth of their bouncing baby boy, Pobitro, on 
September 20th. Tahia and Cruz were married by Bro. 
Kent Dunford and we consider them family even 
though they do not live in the area.  
 

Beautiful weather drew 106 people to West Frankfort 
for Church in the Park on September 28th. Bro. Charlie 
Swann led the singing, Bro. Ted Cunningham and 
Malory Malone sang specials. Pastor Ben Eldridge gave 
the devotion and as usual, Harmony provided a great 
meal. Thanks to all who took part and a big thank you 
to Dick and Kathy Cremer, once again for providing the 
fish.  
 

On October 6th, a special person, Jeanette Brotherton 
who was 89 years young, went to be with the Lord. 
Jeanette was a longtime member of Harmony and was 
a good friend and faithful worker in the church. 
Jeanette had been ill for quite a while but her spirit, 
smile and sense of humor will be remembered for a 
long time by those who knew her. She will be greatly 
missed and our prayers are with her family.  
 

We are looking forward to our Fall Festival which will 
be held at Harmony on October 25th at 5:00 p.m. This 
is always a good time and fun for all. There will be a 
bouncy house, hay ride and good food and fellowship. 
Everyone is invited to come and join us. –Alice Baron 
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Hazel Dell                                 Pastor: Curtis Smith 
 

Praise the Lord, fall is upon us. What a beautiful time 
of year it is! 
 

The annual Ministerial Alliance’s Sesser Crusade was 
held on Sept. 21-26 at the Sesser Miner’s Park.  Each 
evening music was led by various churches and the 
message was delivered by various pastors.  It is always 
a special blessing to participate in these services with 
our community churches. 
 

On October 5th. Brother Mark Hettrick, who is 
affiliated with the Harvest Free Will Baptist Child Care 
Ministries in Turtepec-Oaxes, Mexico was with us to 
share information and videos of the work there.   
 

Our annual Homecoming services were on Oct. 12th.  
Brother Ed Goode delivered a wonderful message.  
The guest singers was “Never Alone”.  Its was truly a 
day of worship and fellowship. –Diana Kirk 
 

Ina                                                 Pastor: Brad Ryan 

Greetings from Ina FWB Church! This past month has 
been one of joy and sorrow for our church. On 
September 16th, Sis. Betty Sink passed away. Sis. 
Betty was faithful to our church for many years and 
often served as a VBS meal helper. On September 
20th, Jeff Wingo married Mary Ann Patchett. We are 
so happy for them! 
 

Our Ladies Friendship Circle has been busy! They 
started a new Bible study on women of the Bible and 
meet once a month to discuss. They have had several 
Bake Sales. Some of our ladies enjoyed attending the 
Fall Retreat at Camp Hope. It was a wonderful time of 
fellowship and worship! 
 

October 5th was our 97th annual Homecoming 
Service. Bro. Caleb Sampsell, who was our Pastoral 
Intern last year, returned to bring the message. Our 
church has a rich heritage and we thank God for His 
blessings! Just a few days later on October 9th, Sis. 
Norma Johnston went home to be with the Lord. She 
was a wonderfully kind person and enjoyed playing 
the piano for many years. Our church is feeling the 
loss of two of our lovely ladies, but we have faith in the 
promise of Heaven! –Katie Williams 

 

 

Mt. Vernon                                   Pastor: Craig Smith 
Time to take a drive and enjoy the beauty of fall in 
southern Illinois! 
 

We would like to thank Tim Reynolds for the use of his 
church bus. We were all able to travel together to the 
Ernie Haase concert in Belleville. It was a night of good 
singing and testimony. We were all blessed! 
 

WAC met at Sandy Ellis’ home on September 24. 
 

The Solid Rock Church joined us for our vesper service. 
We were able to hold it outdoors sitting around the 
campfire. It was a beautiful Sunday evening as we 
enjoyed worship and song together. 
 

On October 5, we again met outdoors for our morning 
church service and annual picnic in the park. Mark 
Headrick from Harvest Child Care Ministries spoke to us 
that evening. 
 

We are joining Solid Rock Church for “Jericho’s Walk.”  
On the third Saturday of each month we will walk in 
various areas of Mt. Vernon praying for our city! 
 

As our pastor and wife are enjoying a much-needed 
vacation, Jeff Cagle filled in for Pastor Craig. It was a 
blessing to all! Thank you, Jeff! 
 

Our church family was saddened at the loss of Ruben 
“Sonny” Mays, Jr.  We also said good-bye to Carolyn 
Sledge. Our sadness is heaven’s gain! Our prayers are 
with both families. –Mary Ann Levitt 
 

Rescue                                          Pastor: Bryant Harris 
 

When we gather together at church, our minds, bodies, 
and souls, are lifted up to Christ, our Good Shepherd. 
Our attendance is growing. We have many babies in the 
church, and we have five who are expecting new babies. 
This is surely a happy letter to write! 
 

Among the many events going on at Recue are the 
following. Tuesday School commenced again on 
September 9th. Jaxon and Laurie Pierce were baptized 
on September 14th. Several from our church took part in 
Camp Meeting, the Master’s Men Retreat, and the 
Women’s Retreat. We also want to say a special word of 
love and appreciation to our pastor! –Donna Harmon  
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New Hope                                   Pastor: Larry Cook 
 

We had a 3-day VBS on June 12th, 13th and 14th with 
around 50 kids and staff. We also raised around $450 
and gave it to Harvest Child Care Ministries. 
 

In July, we attended our first National FWB 
Convention. Norah and Charlotte Fowler placed 1st 
with their piano duet. Norah Fowler placed 1st with 
her violin. Emmy Catron placed 1st with her crocheted 
cross in needle work. Thyus Lea placed 3rd in guitar. 
Several other kids went and participated and did 
great but didn’t place.  
 

The first weekend in August was a busy one. On the 
2nd we had a WAC Fellowship at New Hope. The 
theme was make lemonade out of life's lemons. Then 
on the 3rd Joel and Lydie Teague were at our 
morning church service and then attended our 
scheduled baptism that afternoon. Landri Scrivner, 
daughter of Luke and Brooke Tennant and Tyler and 
Allyssa Scrivner, was baptized in David and Rhonda 
McLearin's pool by Bro Larry Cook. On the 17th we 
had our Sunday School picnic at Camp Hope. Fried 
chicken and all the fixins were served. The kids had a 
great time swimming and playing in the gym and the 
adults had a good time in fellowship. 
 

On September 6th, the New Hope WAC went to Sister 
Jackie's house for a morning Fellowship and lunch.  
–Kaitlyn Catron 
 

Pittsburg                              Pastor: Eddie Donelson 
 

WOW…what a busy month October was! Now it is 
time to settle in to November and just concentrate on 
being THANKFUL. Our Heavenly Father is so, so good 
to us, and we need to praise and thank Him daily! 
Psalm 1:9 says, “I will give thanks to you, Lord, with all 
my heart; I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.”   
 

During the month of October, we celebrated our 
PFWBC Pastors.  Ephesians 2:10 says, “We are God’s 
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to do.”  We are 
so blessed by the dedication and hard work of Pastor 
Eddie, Pastor Keith, and Pastor Kyle. Also in October 
we enjoyed celebrating our 118th Homecoming. 

 
 
It was such a wonderful spirit-filled service. Then to top 
it off after the service we had an amazing fish fry meal 
with more sides and desserts than the eye could see!  
We appreciate all of the people who put forth effort to 
prepare for a meal of this size; it is not an easy task!  
 

On November 15, we will once again serve our 
community by hosting our Church Closet Giveaway. 
The Closet will be open from 7am-noon. Please join us 
in praying for the hundreds of souls that may walk 
through the doors.  –Heather Phillips 
 

Waltonville                               Pastor: Mark Wells 
As many of our readers know, we have broken ground 
for our new church. Concrete is being poured and two 
by fours are being set and the structure is beginning 
to take shape. The Lord continues to bless us with 
donations. We’ve also had some bake sales, yard 
sales, and the kids in our church helping out. They 
have made craft items and are selling them. We have 
some wonderfully caring members in our little church.  
 

In some past news, September 28th, we had our 
Homecoming and our guest speaker was Terry Pierce, 
who brought us a spiritually uplifting word of God. 
Terry is a local from our town of Waltonville. He and 
his wife, came up from Tupelo, Mississippi. Our music 
and singing was provided by Singer/Songwriter, Joe 
Arview, from Benton, Illinois. If you've never heard Joe 
sing, you are missing out!  We had an awesome 
turnout of folks and lots of wonderful food. The day 
filled our souls and spirits as well as our bellies. Amen! 
October 18th, we will be having a Spaghetti Dinner 
Fundraiser and all proceeds will go to our 
church/building fund, also on that date, we will be 
hosting the Quarterly meeting. October 31st is our 
Treat or Eat at our church, and we will be serving up 
hotdogs, drinks, and plenty of candy. Our Food Pantry 
is growing and we continue to be blessed with 
donations. Thanking God we are able to feed several 
families in our area.  We have a weekly Bible Study 
each Wednesday night at 6 p.m. We use this time to 
take a journey together in faith, and prayer and we 
always have food and drink, so we also practice 
Thanking God for more than elastic waistbands! God 
bless! –Audrey Gray 



Reporters, please note: Please send all correspondence for the Illinois Newsletter to 
www.iryan1970@gmail.com  The deadline for the December Newsletter is November 15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Hope and Renewal Marriage Retreat Offers Couples a Fresh Start 
 

Couples looking to deepen their relationship—or reignite the spark that first brought them together—are 
invited to attend the Hope and Renewal Experiential Marriage Retreat, February 27–March 1, 2026, at 
beautiful Lake Sallateeska near Pinckneyville. 

This weekend retreat blends marriage enrichment with rescue and repair, designed to strengthen healthy 
relationships while offering hope and tools for couples in crisis. Unlike traditional retreats focused on a guest 
speaker, this event includes experiential, sensory, and interactive sessions that encourage participation, trust, 
and connection. Each activity is guided by a “no shame” approach and supported by small-group discussion. 
Optional individual sessions and follow-up opportunities will also be available for couples. 

The retreat begins Friday at 5:00 p.m. and concludes Sunday at 12:30 p.m. Meals are included throughout 
the weekend—Friday supper, Saturday breakfast, lunch, and dinner, and Sunday brunch. 

Thanks to the Illinois Free Will Baptist Christian Education Board, Illinois couples can receive a $100 
scholarship toward registration. Those who register by December 1 will also receive an early bird discount of 
$50, bringing the total cost down to just $200 per couple (regular price: $350). Space is limited to 12 couples 
so register today! To reserve your spot or learn more, contact Keith Fletcher at 618-952-1272, email 
jcitycenter@gmail.com or visit jcity.center/marriage/retreat. 
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