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 Notes from the Promotional Director 
The assassination of Charlie Kirk captivated our world as this issue of the Illinois 
Newsletter was being put together.  Whether it was coincidental or not, I do 
not know, but as I was beginning to write my article, I came across a devotional 
thought written by an old friend of mine from Georgia that I have chosen to 
pass along.  We became friends over a half century ago while in Bible College.  
Bro. Ernest Barnes wrote this in the first person, and I will pass it along to you 
as it was written: 

“I have a small vase of shamrocks sitting in 
my kitchen window.  Very early this 
morning they had their faces as close to the 
window as possible to soak up the light.  
They love sunshine and light. 

“I could take the vase and turn it around 
and their world would be upside down.  
Their little limbs would dangle and faces 
look sad.  But given a day they would be 
drawn toward the window.  Given more 
time they would be back to their same 
position of soaking up as much sunlight as 
possible. 

“The cure for disappointments when the world is turned upside down 
is to look toward Jesus, the light.  It’s okay to look sad and downcast 
when the world is turned upside down.  But believers, looking to 
Jesus, soon continue to be the ‘city set on a hill that cannot be hid.’  
Let’s get eyes off people and the world today and shine for Jesus.” 

In the midst of so much darkness in this present evil age, let’s take Bro. Barnes’ 
advice and fix our eyes on the Light of the world, our Lord Jesus.  

In September, we were blessed to have Bro. Tom Malone and Bro. Corey 
Minter for the 69th meeting of our Adult Camp. It was marked by great worship 
and tremendous fellowship. October is an excellent month to show our pastors 
our appreciation.  This can be done in a number of ways and will prove to be a 
blessing for those who are able to share as well as to the ones who will receive. 
For a way to help pastors all across our Association, see a special article about 
Refresh Counseling by Bro. Josh Colson on page 5 of this newsletter.  

Find us on the web at 
www.ilfwb.org 
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Arnold View                        Pastor: Adam Brown 
 

We’ve recently celebrated 108 years of worshipping 
together. We were so blessed to have Jason and 
Sherri Jean and their family to share in our worship on 
that special day. October 19th is another special day 
for Arnold View as we host our third annual Fall 
Festival for the local community. Additionally, Good 
News Club at Crab Orchard Schools is kicking off 
another year. We are so blessed to have some from 
our congregation be able to participate in this 
community outreach to youth. Our youth have been 
and will continue an impactful class about how words 
and actions can wound others, the difference 
between wounders and the wounded, and the long-
lasting effects of abuse. Adults have shared in some 
of this study as well. The goal is to equip everyone to 
stop bullying and treat others with kindness, no 
matter the reason. Let us be mindful of the Living 
Hope we possess and seek ways to share that hope 
with all those we encounter throughout our days.  
–Jodi Tanner 
 

Benton                               Pastor: Phillip Kennedy 
 

School is back in session! We are praying for all our 
schools, students and teachers/staff. We like most of 
you have had a very busy end of Summer! With the 
FWB National Convention. Pastor Phillip and family 
enjoyed the convention. James Kennedy enjoyed 
Truth and Peace, and he is available to share about his 
experiences—especially in those churches who 
supported him on his journey! David Shores 
preached the Sunday morning service July 20th. Mike 
Thomas taught Wed night Bible Study July 23rd. 
Some from our church went to Ina and watched the 
Welch Evangels perform Pilgrims Progress July 26th.  

On July 30 we hosted a VBS preview day and some 
kids from a local Daycare attended. Our SCUBA VBS 
was August 4th through the 6th. It was a small turn out 
but a good time. Pastor Phillip and James took a pie 
to the face for missions.  

Jackie attended the Ladies Fellowship at New Hope 
on August 2nd. Some from our church enjoyed the 
Men’s Rally at Hazel Dell. We had a good time at our 
monthly Fellowship with the pastor over donuts and 
coffee. We are back with a good start to our Student 
Hangouts and have some new students attending! 
We have begun to pass out flyers in the 
neighborhood of our church inviting people to come.  

 

 
 

Camp Meeting went really well this year! Bro. Tom 
Malone spoke Sunday night and was such a blessing 
as he has a rich connection to ILFWBs. Bro. Corey 
Minter spoke Mon.–Wed., challenging us from 
Nehemiah! What a blessing it was to be a part of Camp 
Meeting! Also, we had the Men’s retreat and had a 
wonderful time of Fellowship with fellow believes! We 
participated in the WMO and are praying for how God 
will use those funds to reach the world!  

Blue Point                                   Pastor: Ernie Lewis 
 

We have been very involved with Camp Hope this 
season, sending numerous workers and campers to 
the various weeks of camp. On one occasion we sent 
fruit and extra workers to help in the kitchen. Another 
week, we sent pudding cups and workers to help. We 
so appreciate this ministry. 

Craig and Sarah Portell and their girls were with us in 
a recent Sunday morning service. Joy Davison also 
had the opportunity to share with us one Sunday 
during her brief visit in the states. Joel and Lydie 
Teague’s family spoke to us in July and shared their 
ministry burden for France. 

We recently voted to install a commercial grade 
playground. It will be constructed near our pavilion. 
We have been blessed with many young people in 
recent years. 

We held a Red Cross Blood Drive in our Link and set a 
new record for number of pints collected. We also 
cooked out at the Johnsonville Grade School Open 
House for all students and parents in attendance. We 
hosted the North Wayne Schools teachers and staff for 
their beginning of the year meeting. They brought St. 
Louis Cardinals pitcher and announcer Al Hrabosky as 
their motivational speaker. –Suzanne Lewis 
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The Bridge                                    Pastor: Ed Goode 
 

Thank you for your prayers, the Lord continues to bless 
the work at Bridge Church, and it wouldn’t be possible 
without you! Jeremy and Rebekah Huff have been with 
us for nearly six months now and are making a great 
difference to the life of our church. Pastor Jeremy helps 
lead worship, leads our tech team and together they 
lead our Teen Ministry. They regularly gather about 
half a dozen teens for Bible study on a Sunday night. 
We’re so thankful for them. Please pray for Jeremy as 
he teaches high school Bible at Judah Christian School 
in Champaign and Rebekah as she homeschools their 
three small boys, Hayden (5), Hudson (4), and Harrison 
(18 months).  

Our average attendance has increased by about 50% 
this year. We’re really keen to capitalize on this 
momentum, and were thankful to have had a couple of 
days with Josh Bennett from FWB North American 
Ministries in Champaign. Josh helped us to see where 
we can do things better, what we need to do and what 
we can stop doing! It was great to have some outside 
perspective on Bridge Church as well as some 
encouraging fellowship. Please pray for us over the 
next couple of months as we implement our plans. 

We’re also identifying and developing new servant 
leaders to help as we grow. Please pray for N and B, K 
and B, and D, as we invest in them for the next season 
of our church life. 

Thank you, Illinois Free Will Baptists, for partnering 
with us to make the real Jesus impossible to ignore in 
Champaign and beyond, we wouldn’t be here without 
your support. 

Crossroads                                     Pastor: Jeff Pope 
 

The small church with a big heart for God. 

Our Women's Auxiliary did a Taco Fiesta fund raiser on 
August 22nd.  Ty to Mike and Mary Altgilbers for 
supply the food and all the others for the desserts.  
Sister Robin made gift baskets, one for the youth and 
one for the adults.   We had guessing games as well as 
Bingo.  Fun time of food and fellowship.   $208.00 was 
raised and the money will be going to support Osam 
and Emily Sakamoto as they serve on the mission field 
in Japan. 

 

 

 

On September the 8th the WNAC met inside while the 
Masters men worked outside. We love and appreciate 
all the workers, job we'll done.  7 working outside and 
10 of us inside. What a blessing to see some of our 
youth helping.   

On October 17th we are having our final WNAC 
fundraiser at the home of Mike and Mary Altgilbers.    

On October 26th we are having Friends and Family day 
at the Church with food and fellowship to follow.  
Everyone is welcome. 

Three of our men went to the Masters men prayer 
retreat.  Pastor Pope shared that he had an allergic 
reaction to something on Thursday night, he had hives 
from the neck down.  Praise God he is doing better.  
Josh Dandurand came with his father.   

Please be in prayer for Bro. Jeff Deunk, he is finally 
having his much-needed back surgery on the 26th of 
September.    

We took of an offering on August 31st for the IMO 
offering.  386.00 was raised, Praise God. 

Remember October is Pastor Appreciation month.  
Always lift them and their families up in Prayers.   

Praying for our visitors we have had recently—praying 
they make this their new Church home.  
–Tammy Boster 

Hazel Dell                                 Pastor: Curtis Smith 
 

Several of our members attended the Adult Camp 
Meeting at Camp Hope.  What a blessing to hear the 
two ministers’ messages as well as the awesome music. 

Sunday, Sept. 14th. was our Church in the Park @ Gun 
Creek Day Use Area at Rend Lake.  It was well attended 
despite the warm temperatures.  It was a great day to 
gather together by the lake to worship and fellowship. 

A baby shower was held on Sunday, Sept. 14th. for 
Sydney (Lewis) Gibbins.  It was well attended to shower 
Sydney and Matthew with love as they look forward to 
the arrival of their precious baby girl. 

We are looking forward to our annual Homecoming 
service on October 12th.  We welcome any and all to 
join us for a day of worship, lunch and fellowship.  
–Diana Kirk 
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Ina                                                 Pastor: Brad Ryan 
 

Happy Fall Ya'll! Hope you all are enjoying the cooler 
weather! August 17th was a busy Sunday. Bro. Jack 
Ryan spoke about his summer mission trip to Cuba. 
Tanner Trotter reaffirmed his membership to our 
church. He joined the church as a child with his family, 
but wanted to make it public as an adult. We are 
thankful for Tanner and so glad he is a part of our 
church family! That evening we were able to hear from 
Silas Houser. Bro. Silas is fundraising to begin his 
mission term in Bulgaria.  At the end of that week Bro. 
Jason met with our new youth group members and 
took all the teens to Rend Lake for some fun & 
fellowship. 

August 24th was a special Sunday, as well. One of our 
church members, Bro. Tony Young, was in a serious 
accident at work earlier this year, and spent several 
months in the hospital recovering. He gave his 
testimony about how God has saved him more than 
once and encouraged us to be bold in our Christian 
life. That evening, Bro. PJ Kloster spoke and did a 
wonderful job! 

September 7th, we welcomed new baby Oakleigh 
Renee, daughter of Ryder South, on her first Sunday 
of attendance. That morning, Bro. Jonathan Truett 
preached. Bro. Jonathan recently returned to the 
States after a 9 month deployment as an Army 
Chaplain. We are thankful God protected him and his 
sweet wife Kendal during that time. We are also 
thankful for God's protection over Judd Hicks, who 
recently returned stateside after his deployment. God 
is so good! –Katie Williams 

Mt. Vernon                              Pastor: Craig Smith 

As we look around at the world today, have you ever 
asked yourself if you are as passionate for God today 
as you were at the beginning of your spiritual journey? 

Our 5th Sunday singing in August was one of the best 
services we have had! You could feel the Holy Spirit 
moving among us! 

Our services were dismissed on the evening of 
September 7th, so that those who wanted could 
attend Camp Meeting. 

 

 

Joseph Habedank was in concert at Woodlawn Christian 
Church on September 12th. Several from our church 
attended and were blessed! 

A very big thank you goes out to Ed Ferguson and Randy 
Bernard for providing all the fish for our Saturday Fish 
Fry on September 13th. Not only did they catch the fish, 
but they cleaned them, cooked them, and served them. 
A very good time of fellowship was had by all. 

Several people from our church will be travelling to 
Belleville on the evening of September 18th. Our own 
Carl Bradford will be singing with the Homecoming 
Choir honoring John Roberts who has passed away. 
Ernie Haase and Signature Sound will also be 
performing. –Mary Ann Leavitt 
Pittsburg                              Pastor: Eddie Donelson 

Our 2025-2026 AWANA season kicked off on 
September 10.  Our AWANA Club program is open to 
anyone ages 2-High School and is held each Wednesday 
evening from 6:30-7:45pm.  Our program begins with 
Cubbies for preschool children, Sparks for Kindergarten 
through Second grade, T&T for Third through Sixth 
grade, Trek for Middle School and Journey for High 
School. The acronym AWANA stands for Approved 
Workmen Are Not Ashamed and comes from the Bible 
verse 2 Timothy 2:15 -  "Study to show thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth."  The kids work on 
scripture memorization as well as play games and hear a 
lesson taught by volunteers within our church. If you or 
someone you know is looking for a great program to be 
a part of, tell them about AWANA at PFWBC! We will also 
have adult classes available as well.  

A favorite time of the year for many at PFWBC is Pastor 
Appreciation Month.  Even though we appreciate them 
and thank God every day for our wonderful pastors, 
October is a great time to honor our pastoral families for 
their sacrificial dedication.  Pastor Eddie, Pastor Keith, 
and Kyle, the hours you spend serving others are a 
reflection of Jesus’ selfless love and we appreciate you!  

We are excited about what God is doing here at PFWBC!  
We are looking forward to all that God has for us in the 
future.  On Sunday, October 5, we will be celebrating our 
118th Homecoming.  We celebrate Homecoming each  
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year, taking the time to look back over the blessings 
of the past year and forward into the future with 
anticipation for what the Lord is going to do in the 
year to come. We are currently working on the details 
for our service, but we are prayerfully looking forward 
to what God has in store for us.  The day is certain to 
be filled with joy and gratitude as we celebrate God’s 
using our church to accomplish His mission and His 
purpose.  We hope you will come celebrate with us on 
this special day! –Heather Phillips 
 

Refreshing our Pastors: Refresh Counseling 
and How to Help 
—Joshua R. Colson, NAFWB Executive Committee 
 

Each October churches all across the National 
Association of Free Will Baptists go above and beyond 
to let their pastors know how much they appreciate 
them. Often, ministry can be discouraging as the fruit of 
faithfully planted seeds takes years to grow. So, the 
encouraging prayers, words, cards, dinners, gifts, and 
more in the month of October can truly remind your 
pastor that he is making a difference through his faithful 
service to Christ and the Church.  

Such encouragement is vital given the pastoral shortage 
crisis facing our Association. To put the matter bluntly: 
we must do everything that we can to support our 
pastors and keep them ‘on the firing line.’  

An important way that the NAFWB is trying to do that is 
through the Refresh Counseling program spearheaded 
by Executive Director, Dr. Eddie Moody. More than 
2,000 counseling sessions have already been conducted 
with pastors-in-need or their immediate family members. 

One Free Will Baptist pastor characterized his 
experience in Refresh like this: “If it wasn’t for this 
program, I very much doubt that I would still be in 
ministry today.” 

According to Dr. Moody, “He is not alone. His words are 
echoed again and again by other pastors who felt they 
had nowhere else to turn before turning to Refresh. After 
all, it’s not easy for a pastor to ask for help. Pastors are 
the shepherds, the helpers, the counselors themselves. 
Everyone looks to them when things go wrong. But 
where  do  pastors turn  when  their  own  marriage  is  in 

 

 

trouble, when they find themselves ensnared in 
addiction, or when their emotional load simply becomes 
too much to bear alone?” 

Refresh Counseling has given Free Will Baptist pastors 
and their families a place to turn at no cost to them, and 
it is working. How can you help? Dr. Moody gives three 
suggestions: 

• Support your own pastor. Pray faithfully for him. Be 
aware of the load he carries. Avoid placing 
unrealistic expectations on him or his family, and 
support him financially. 
 

• Become a regular supporter of Refresh Counseling. 
As an individual, consider giving to the Refresh 
Counseling Program on a monthly basis to help 
underwrite this crucial ministry. As a church, add a 
line in the church budget, so this program will be 
available when your own pastor needs it. 
 

• Adopt a pastor through a one-time gift. Counseling 
for a pastor, from beginning to end, costs 
approximately a thousand dollars. Whether an 
individual, Sunday school class, church, or 
association, consider covering the cost for the next 
pastor who needs counseling.  

Being involved with Refresh Counseling is one way that 
you can support and appreciate pastors across our 
Association all year long. Surely this will “refresh the 
spirits” of those who “have addicted themselves to the 
ministry of the saints” (see, 1  Cor. 16:16-18). 

 



Reporters, please note: Please send all correspondence for the Illinois Newsletter to 
www.iryan1970@gmail.com  The deadline for the November Newsletter is October 15 
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