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Notes from the Promotional Director

There is an echo in our fellowship. Everyone seems to be surprised that our summer
has sped by so quickly! Something you might have missed over the fast-moving
summer was Rescue Free Will Baptist Church’s 125" Anniversary celebration on May
25th. Former promotional director, Bro. David Shores, was invited to preach the
morning message, and 90 people gathered to mark the occasion, including Sis. Maxine
Hicks, wife of former pastor, Bro. Clifford Hicks. We thank the Lord for the many years
of Rescue Church’s ministry, and we pray for his continued blessings on its future!

I'm so glad that you have taken a little time to read this September issue of the Illinois
Newsletter. You are welcome to browse a few reports from some of our churches. We
love to welcome new families into our fellowship and this month we welcome the Devin
Cominskie family to lllinois. You will find out a little bit about Devin, his wife Tori, and
their beautiful family under the Living Hope FWB article.

By the time you read this, it will almost be time for our annual Adult Camp at Camp
Hope. Bro. Tom Malone and Bro. Corey Minter will be with us. Beginning on Sunday
evening through Wednesday evening, September 7-10. Each service will begin at
6:30. Worship singing will be lead by the Ina Praise Team.

Immediately following the Adult Camp, our Master's Men Retreat will be September
11-13. This year's speaker is nationally known author and producer Jay Payleitner. This
provides our men a great change of pace where they can do as much, or as little, as
they like while having wonderful fellowship with men of like minds and interests in a
Christian environment.

Finally, this is IM's World Missions Offering month! Please read Kristi Johnson's article
on page 5. This is her personal letter to all lllinois Free Will Baptists concerning the
WMO Offering which is Sunday, August 31! We have a goal for this offering in our
state. Our Goal for the 2025 WMO is 100% participation. A gift, of any size, from each
congregation would be so very significant. | hope we can count on you for the good
of the Kingdom.

Remember that in whatever we do for the cause of Christ, We Are Better Together.

CONTINUE tre

MISSI-°N
-

IT'S ABOUT THE GOSPEL

GIVE to the

World Missions Offering RIECYC TGS




ILFWB NEWS: CHURCH NEWS

Arnold View

Where, oh were, has summer gone? We've heard
from Camden Doss, a missionary intern, about
his work in the last few months. Osam and Emily
Sakamoto were with us on August 3 to share
about their work and upcoming opportunities in
Japan. Pencils and notebooks, trademarks of
school, have filled our foyer as we had a school
supply drive for our Crab Orchard Trojans. It was
wonderful to see those who attended the South
Central QM we were privileged to host, too! Our
youth leaders, River and Danielle Doss, are
moving to follow God’s call on their lives. The
youth enjoyed a movie night on August 6.

Pastor: Adam Brown

September includes having a float in the
Veteran's Parade at Marion. It is our privilege to
honor veterans in this way. Some are planning to
attend the ILFWB Camp Meeting and Men's
Retreat being held at Camp Hope. In the middle
of September, several will enjoy a Mexican feast
at La Fiesta in Marion as part of a fundraiser for a
Fireman’s Scholarship in honor of Jeremy Norris.
Late in September, Arnold View will celebrate
108 years. We'll worship that day with Jason Jean
and his family. We're looking forward to their
family harmony and his preaching. The day will
round out with a fellowship meal. As we reflect
and reminisce, let us keep our focus on Christ's
message and mission. -Jodi Tanner

Crossroads Pastor: Jeff Pope

Greetings from crossroads FWBC, the small
church with a big heart for God.

J - Just Love

E - Engage the Father

S - Serve with Humility
U - Unshakeable Faith

S - Sacrifice Everything

On August 3@ we had back to school Sunday.
Eleven of our youth were given Walmart gift
cards with which to purchase school supplies.
Evelyn (Pre-K), Malachi (3™ grade), Eli (4™ grade),
Hunter (5" grade), Isaac (6" grade), Alessa (7"

grade), Drayden (9" grade), Leah (10" grade),
Ronnie (11" grade), Kylee (12" grade), and
Lindsey (12" grade). We are praying for all of our
youth, their parents, and their teachers. May God
bless them.

We have a singing usher in our church: Bro. Ivan
Karnes loves to sing going down the aisle as he
passes the offering plate. He always has a smile
on his face, and we are greatly blessed to have
him here.

Our church is in need of a new piano as ours is
old, out of tune, and can't be fixed. We are
praying that God blesses us with one soon.

On August 2, the WNAC did a Taco Fiesta Night
fundraiser to support world missions.

On August 11, we had out monthly WNAC
meeting. Sister Robin gave a wonderful devotion
entitled, “Driving Tips for the Narrow Road.”

On Sunday nights we have been studying the
book of Psalms. On Wednesday nights we are
discussing devotions from the book Jewels for
the Journey.

Praying for all our church family as we grow
spiritually. We are blessed to have Pastor Pope
and his family with us. -Tammy Boster
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Harmony Interim Pastor: Kent Dunford

Four men from Harmony, David Meacham, Dave
Marrs, Dick Cremer and Randy Blades attended
the men's night at Hazel Dell Church on August
7th. According to them, it was a very enjoyable
night with a great meal and preaching.

On the 9th of August, 40 people had a fun filled
evening at Pirate Pete's. Thanks to all who
attended and those who made this happen.

God continues to bless here at Harmony. He has
answered prayers as we look forward to Bro. Ben
Eldridge coming to fill the position as our new
pastor. We know that Bro. Ben and his family,
Stephanie, Asher and Ellie will be a blessing and
asset to our church.

With that said, we will miss Bro. Kent and Sister
Tedra, who have been with us for the past 3 12
years. Bro. Kent has been a faithful servant serving
as our Interim Pastor. Harmony provided an
appreciation meal for them on Sunday the 10th of
August. Good Friends MAKE EVERY DAY BETTER.
Good Friends STAY IN OUR HEART FOREVER. We
consider them to be a part of our Harmony
Church family forever. -Alice Barron

Hazel Dell Pastor: Curtis Smith

Titus Smith, Lydia Smith, and Ariel Smith
represented us by competing in various events at
the National in Kansas City. Congratulations to all
of our competitors!

Our VBS (Wonder Junction) was a huge success.
Sis. Emilee Smith did an excellent job of
organizing this event. It was held from July 28 to
August 1. We averaged 40 children in attendance.
Everything was amazing—from the decorations,
classes, music, activities, projects, and snacks.
Thank you to all who helped in any way to make
this a success. The VBS program was held on
Sunday evening, August 3 with many students
and  parents attending. Folks enjoyed
refreshments and a bouncy house afterwards.

August 7" was the night for our Annual Master’s
Men Rally. Over one hundred men met for this
special event. Bro. Eddie Donelson was the guest

speaker and Kaleb Miller brought the special
music. Thank you to Bro. Mike Sample for grilling
the steaks and to all the ladies who provided the
side dishes and desserts. This event started in
1999 and we are so grateful that the Lord
continues to bless it. The Master’'s men met for the
monthly meeting on Sunday, August 10" with
twelve in attendance.

Our annual church picnic is coming up, and we
hope many are able to attend. Church in the Park
at Gun Creek Day Use Area is scheduled for
September 14" at 11:00am. -Diana Kirk

Ina Pastor: Brad Ryan

Hello everyone! Hope you all have had a
wonderful summer! Ours, like so many of you, has
been busy. We had our week of VBS in June. ltis
such a blessing to see our whole church come
together to support this important ministry. We
had an average of around 80 kids per night. On
June 22nd, we heard from Craig and Sarah Portell
about their upcoming move to Kazakhstan. Our
Ladies Friendship Circle got to spend some more
time with Sarah that Wednesday.

We started off July by hearing from Osam and
Emily Sakamoto, missionaries to Japan. Later that
month, several of our members traveled to Kansas
City for the National. We are so proud of all our
students who competed! We hosted the Evangel
Players from Welch College on July 26th for their
performance of The Pilgrim's Progress. Zhayne
Belmont was baptized on July 27th. This young
man has attended our church for quite some time.
We are rejoicing in his decision to follow Christ!
Bro. Jack Ryan spoke for us that evening. It is
always a blessing to experience how God is
working in Jack's preaching ministry. July ended
with some of our youth going on a mission trip to
Jamestown, North Dakota. They worked to pass
out flyers to the community.

In August some of our ladies enjoyed attending
the Ladies Meeting at New Hope. Likewise, our
men appreciated the Hazel Dell Men's Dinner.
These times of fellowship and encouragement are
so important! Blessings to you all! -Katie Williams
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JCity Pastor: Randy Carney

Greetings from JCity Church! It's been a busy
summer as we completed our 16th year of Lunch
Bunch, serving more meals than the population
of our hometown...and at four locations...along
with daily Bible stories and coloring sheets. We
are blessed by many volunteers, from our church
and others.

Pastor Randy fell and broke his ankle last month
and will be wearing a walking boot for a while.

We are planning a fall revival September 14-17,
with Mike Sauvageot, a pastor from Tupelo, MS
as our guest speaker. There will special music at
every service.

And speaking of music, Joyful Noise, an acoustic
bluegrass trio from the Pordoo area, are playing
October 5th during the morning service as we
celebrate Pastor's Appreciation Month. Tell you
more about that later.... -Doug Hancock

Mt. Vernon Pastor: Craig Smith

It is hard to believe, but school is now in session!
Let's pray our young people have a safe and
enjoyable year!

On July 16 our WAC met at the home of Sandy
Ellis. A bake sale was planned for August 16 at
Rural King in Mt. Vernon as one of their
fundraisers for this year.

Our Vesper service and weenie roast was moved
indoors due to excessive heat.

The monthly Coffee with the Pastor is now called
Coffee Talk and the time has changed to 9:30am.
It is always a good time of Christian fellowship.

We helped Rural King with their Customer
Appreciation Day on August 16. They furnished
hotdogs, which we grilled and passed out to
their customers.

Our church family was deeply saddened by the
loss of Melena Allen. She was an outstanding
Christian lady. Every Sunday she would give a
testimony praising God regardless of the pain
she might be in. She had fought a long, hard
battle with cancer for 17 years. She will be
missed by everyone who knew her! -Mary Ann
Levitt

Pittsburg Pastor: Eddie Donelson

Wow! August is gone and it is so hard to believe
that summer break is over and school is already
back in session.

Road Trip VBS was a HUGE success! We were
blessed with so many smiling faces on the kids and
on all of our wonderful volunteers!! It was a fast-
paced week and everyone, including the workers,
had an amazing time! Thanks to all of the families
who shared your kiddos with us this week! And a
special thank you to all of the volunteers and
supporters who made this special week possible.

“It is the LORD your God you must follow, and him
you must revere. Keep his commands and obey
him; serve him and hold fast to him.” -
Deuteronomy 13:4 | challenge you all to meditate
on this verse, cling to it, and let it become part of
you so that you live it day by day and hour by hour.
Let it take hold of your heart and move you through
your life. Allow our Heavenly Father to teach you
what it means to cling to Him, and only Him.

We are praying for our schools, students, and
teachers—for their safety, purpose, focus, and more!
-Heather Phillips

Rescue Pastor: Bryant Harris
In July, Rescue hosted the Rend Lake QM with Bro.
Zane Harmon speaking. The business, worship,
food and fellowship were all good!

Bro. Ryan and Zane, along with six young fellows
participated in Impact '25 at the National. They all
said they enjoyed the worship services, too.

Tuesday School Begin Sept. 9th. Check out Olivia
Payne's Facebook page for more information.

Don't forget that In Pursuit is held on the 4th
Sunday night of each month. Teenagers 7th
through 12th grades from ALL Churches are invited
to attend. Different programs are planned for each
service.

Thank you, sister Jane Harmon, for your help this
month and all your years of dedicated service.
June 29" Rescue hosted the women's district
meeting and fellowship meal. -Jessica Squires
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On the World Missions Offering:
gl A Personal Note from a Missionary
Kristi Johnson, IM

To our amazing IM supporters in lllinois,

Partner with IM as you learn more about what
God is doing around the world through the
World Missions Offering. The WMO helps
three main areas:

e Partnerships are thriving in places our
missionaries could never reach.

¢ New missionaries are being
commissioned and receiving funds to help
them get to their fields of ministry faster.

e The IM General Fund-the core for all
supporting &  sending—has  been
strengthened by gifts to the World
Missions Offering.

Together we are seeing lives and hearts
challenged for the sake of the Kingdom. It's
about all of these things, but most importantly,
it's about the Gospel!

We would like to challenge each church in
lllinois to consider participating in the World
Missions Offering (WMO) this year. In 2024, the
churches in lllinois gave a total of $27,503.75 to
the WMO...that's awesome! Each gift given this
year, whether large or small, will continue to be
a vital part of getting the Gospel to places
around the world that have never heard the
name of Jesus.

If you need materials to help as you promote
the World Missions Offering, please reach out
to me (kjohnson@iminc.org) and I'll mail them to
you ASAP. We can send you posters, missionary
maps and directories, table tents, and sets of
missionary prayer cards. We also have lots of
resources available online to download for free:
WMO Kids' Curriculum (5 lessons about FWB
partnerships), printable labels for coin banks,

PowerPoint slides, a sermon outline with a
missions theme, and various videos you can
download directly and share with your church.
You can find everything you need at
www.iminc.org/wmo. Check it out today!

Thank you for going, sending, praying, and being
obedient to continue the mission.

—Kristi Johnson and her husband , Tim, served as IM
missionaries to Spain for 25 years, where they helped
plantthe first Gospel-preaching church in history of the
town of Alpedrete. They are continuing the mission
now as Kristi has the privilege of helping tell the story
of IM to supporters while Tim heads up the mission
program at Welch College.

Living Hope Welcomes New Pastor

After serving as a Student [——
and Music Pastor in
Jacksonville, NC for 9
years, Rev. Devin
Cominskie has accepted
the pastorate at Living
Hope Free Will Baptist
Church, a young, multi-
ethnic congregation in
Skokie, IL. The church was
planted by Rev. Daniel
Mann 12 years ago to be a
light to the northern
suburbs of Chicago, and it is Devin's hope to see the
church grow and the gospel advance here in lllinois.
Devin met his wife Tori at Southeastern FWB College,
where he graduated with a B.A. in Missions in 2016.
He also holds a M.A. in Ministry & Theology from
Welch College (2024). Devin and Tori have 4 children
- Nova (7), Judson (5), Selah (3), and Elliott (1). Please
pray for the Cominskies as they adjust and follow the
Lord's calling in Illinois.

hope
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