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Notes from the Promotional Director

by Ivan Ryan, Promotional Director

There is a TV commercial where a man asks random people an interesting
question: “How's your heart?” Unless a person has a known heart-disease,
he really can't answer that question. | have a different heart question for
you, though: "Where is your heart?” In the sermon on the Mount, Jesus tells
us where a person’s heart is. In Matthew 6:21, He declares “"where your
treasure is there will be your heart be also”. There may not be a verse of
scripture that better describes human nature. To me, it sounds a little more
spiritual to think that our heart is so pure that our treasure will follow the
heart. But God, in His infinite wisdom as our creator, makes it clear that what
we value most and what we truly treasure will determine the direction of our
heart.

Let's guard our hearts by making sure we treasure the things of God. We
show our appreciation for the many gifts that God gives us by being
involved in our personal devotion to Christ, actively serving through the
ministries of our local church, following our pastors and supporting our
missionary endeavors. By investing ourselves, our time, and our talents in
these things, others will know where our hearts are.

Thank you for taking the time to read this April issue of our Illinois Free Will
Baptist Newsletter. Please note the various reports from some of our
churches as well as some various announcements and upcoming events
scattered here and there. | think you will find Bro. Gowdy Cannon'’s article
on page 5 to be interesting and perhaps thought provoking. Finally, |
would recommend you make a habit of checking our website often for
updates. Scan the box on this page or just go to www.ilfwb.org.

Exciting News: On March 9, Pastor Ryan
Spradlin, Pastor of the Calvary Church in
Salem was ordained as a Free Will Baptist
preacher. Bro. Spradlin completed his
study courses and was ordained by the
East Central District upon the
recommendation of the Examining
Board, Rev. Craig Smith, Rev. Ernie Lewis,
and Bro. Ernie Taylor. Pictured at right is
Bro. Ernie Taylor presenting the
certificate of ordination to Bro. Ryan.
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Angelville Church Pastor: Josh Colson

To our lllinois Free Will Baptist family: Grace to you
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ. We pray that the Lord continues to use this
association—each of its congregations and all of their
member—mightily for His glory, and we give thanks for
the ways that He had done that so far.

Like most of you, we experienced an unexpectedly
high number of snow days this year, having to dismiss
three Sundays and four Wednesdays due to the
winter weather. Those times when we are hindered
from meeting remind us of our desperate need to
gather with the Lord’s people on the Lord's Day to
worship the Lord together and to stir one another up
to love and good works. During one of the snow days,
Sis. Hannah Colson baked cookies for each family in
our congregation, which she and Bro. Josh delivered
throughout that day (thank the Lord for a 4x4 truck).

Bro. Josh is preaching through the Gospel of Mark on
Sunday mornings, and on Sunday evenings we are
gathering to study and discuss the Bible together. In
fact, most of the adult members of the church are
participating in the Bible Recap reading plan, which
takes readers, chronologically, through the Bible in a
year. We gather on Sunday night for a Bible study
over the previous week’s readings. The discussions
are fruitful, and the number of participants is growing.

Other highlights from the past quarter include James
Kennedy from the Benton Church sharing about his
upcoming E-Team and Truth & Peace and Bro. Charlie
Curry preaching for us. We are looking forward to
much more in the quarter to come: Pray for us, as we
pray for you, to make much of Jesus.

Arnold View Pastor: Adam Brown

It's hard to believe that March passed so quickly. It's as
though it just blew by us. During March, we started a
new Bible Study through Revelation titled, “Mere
Eschatology.” Its focus is on Christ's imminent return.
On March 9, Camden Doss shared a presentation
during morning worship about his upcoming missions
internship. It was our privilege to share a love offering
with him to help cover expenses. It was our honor to
host the ILFWB State Meeting and share in wonderful
fellowship and worship.

At the end of the month, the youth enjoyed a lock-in
hosted by our youth leaders, River & Danielle Doss.
The Good News Club Team has been preparing for the
spring session. This series of lessons focus on the idea
that the Bible is full of stories, but they all point to Jesus
as Savior. Please be much in prayer for the team to
exude enthusiasm & love and the students that attend
to feel that as they're pointed to Christ.

Arnold View is hosting its first Spring Fling on April
13th. It promises to be a wonderful time of fellowship,
fun, and food for all ages. The calendar is dotted with
events in preparation for worship on Easter Sunday.
Our youth are preparing their projects and entries for
State CTS at the end of April. In the midst of all the
busyness and preparations, let's strive to keep the
grace & mercy that provided a sacrifice to pay the debt
that we could never pay on our own at the heart of
every activity, deed, and word. As we're studying
Christ's imminent return, let us sense the urgency and
as a result see others with the kind of compassion that
sent that sacrifice and share His message in our daily
mission field. -Jodi Tanner, Reporter
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Bear Point Pastor Gowdy Cannon

SPRING has arrived! It blew in with great winds and
above average temperatures, but | think we were all
ready for winter to be over!

The church collected diapers and baby supplies,
sleepers, and clothes to donate to the Clarity Women's
Care in Marion from March 2nd - March 30th.

The YOUTH have been busy with their monthly bake
sales, and they worked hard making 73 pizzas on
Saturday March 8th, to raise funds for the Nationals.
We had a special song service in the morning service
on March 9th with the Booster Band performing,
followed by a special song--Build a Boat sung by
Emerson and Hazel Zsido, Georgia and Louisa
Mandrell, Veda Dorris, Nash Powell, and Liam
Cannon. They did a great job and received many
compliments - some in tears. We look forward to
hearing these talented young ones singing more in the
future!

40 Days of Prayer and Fasting began on March 11 and
will continue until EASTER! We are looking forward to
a great service and what the Lord is doing in the hearts
of our people. Pastor Gowdy printed new invitation
cards for our regular services as well as special Easter
ones for everyone to hand out. We are praying for
spiritual growth, salvation, and for lives to be changed!
-Mona Lappin, Reporter

Blue Point Pastor: Ernie Lewis

In February we held our quarterly business meeting
following our monthly fellowship. We voted to include
the Sakamotos in our monthly budgeted giving for
$200. We also hosted a Red Cross Blood Drive in the
Link. We served free popcorn to all who attended
Senior Night at Cisne High School's basketball game.

Gideon Gifford was with us on a recent Sunday
morning. He shared about his plans to be on E-TEAM
Jamaica this summer. We received an offering to go to
that team. The men continued their Bible/book study
on ‘The Circle Maker'. Our pickleball tournament has
concluded. Linda Spicer and Suzanne Lewis won the
women’s doubles, Logan Parker and Roger McGrew
were the victors in the men’s doubles, and Shannon &
Kim Hosick won the mixed doubles. Our volleyball
tournament will begin soon on Sunday evenings after
the evening service.

Brother Ernie enjoyed the Pastor's Breakfast at the
Bonnie Café at the Mt. Vernon Airport. Both he and
Suzanne attended the Ordination Service for Ryan
Spradlin, pastor of the Calvary Church in Salem.
-Suzanne Lewis, Reporter

Crossroads Pastor: Jeff Pope
We were blessed on We love our Church and bear hug
Sunday. WNAC raised 142.00 for missions. The money
is going to Emily and Osam Sakamoto. Praying the Lord
blesses their ministry in Japan. Two young boys
dressed in bear costumes went around giving hugs and
handing out Hersheys hugs and kisses.

We have a sweet young couple celebrating 30 years of
marriage, congratulations, Mike and Robin Crabtree.

We are starting our next WNAC project this month, it
runs through the month of April. We set out change
jars, itis a fundraising contest between the men and the
women. Representing the men this year is lIssac
Swafford, for the women it's his Aunt Kim Karnes.
Which ever team loses the leader gets a pile in the face.
All money raised goes to missions.

We are looking forward to Resurrection Sunday -
Easter. What a glorious event, Jesus is Alive. God Loves
224-2day, 2morrow, and 4ever. God bless you all.
-Tammy Boster, Reporter

Hazel Dell Pastor: Curtis Smith

We are so thankful for the two young men who have
recently accepted the Lord as their Savior. Dalton llbery
and Chase Lindenberg were recently saved and will be
following in baptism in the near future.

Rusty and LeAnn Miller were proud to announce the
birth of their granddaughter, Everlee Mae Miller, on
February 25. She was born to Kaleb and Kaylee Miller,
and will be spending some time in St. Louis due to her
early arrival. She is doing well and making progress.

Bro. Doyle Galloway went to be with the Lord on March
14. He was 95 years old and had served as a deacon at
Hazel Dell for 65 years. We thank him and his family.

Mt. Vernon First

Now that winter is giving way to more spring-like
weather, we are getting back to normal with our
services.

Pastor: Craig Smith

On February 23 we celebrated our February birthdays
and anniversaries with cake and ice cream. The
afternoon of March 9, Bro. Craig had the privilege of
doing the ordination service for Bro. Ryan Spradlin at
Calvary Free Will Baptist Church in Salem, IL. And on
March 11 we gathered for Coffee with the Pastor.

We will be having our 5% Sunday singing on the
evening of March 30. Also, Our flower girls are
preparing to decorate the church for Easter. They
always do a beautiful job and work hard. --Mary Ann
Levitt, Reporter
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Pittsburg Pastor: Eddie Donelson

Greetings from PFWBC! Praying every one of you had
a blessed March! Jesus conquered Hell, death, and
the grave on Resurrection Sunday! The words of Luke
24:6-7 says "He is not here; He has risen! Remember
how He told you, while He was still with you in Galilee:
‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands
of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised
again."" So thankful He is Risen! He is Risen Indeed!
Jesus is still performing miracles and it is His power
that brings about true-life changes.

We are so excited about our VBS for 2025: Road Trip!
Plans are being made to make this year's VBS a fun-
filled adventure on the open road, taking all the kids
(Travelers) on thrilling journeys to exciting
destinations. Led by the Navigator and an adventurous
pup Scout, kids will learn that God is always with them.
Through engaging stories from the Navigators' Guide
(the Bible), Travelers will delve into timeless tales of
faith from the Old and New Testaments. Get ready for
twists, turns, and excitement as they face new
challenges and find strength in God's presence on this
unforgettable trip! Road trips are a great way to build
strong relationships and create indelible memories.
Road Trip! VBS not only a fun experience for kids but
also an opportunity for them to strengthen their faith
and bond with others in their community. All are
welcome to join us from Monday July 21st to Friday
July 25th for this incredible experience! VBS is our
biggest week of the year at PFWBC, filled with making
new friends, fun activities and a chance for students to
deepen their walk with God! VBS is open to all students
in Pre-K thru those 5th grade, and we encourage
students to invite their family and friends. It's a fun
week you won't want to miss! "The LORD your God is
with you wherever you go." Joshua 1:9

Just a reminder that next month we will host our bi-
annual Church Closet Giveaway on Saturday, May 17,
from 7am-noon. If you have any questions about
donating items to the closet feel free to call the church
office at 618-982-2230. All items are needed, but
especially children’s items. Please join us in praying for
the hundreds of souls that may walk through the doors
of God's house; that they would feel His presence and
desire to come back and worship with us. -Heather
Phillips, Reporter

Oak Valley Pastor: Marty Smith

Oak Valley has been learning how to navigate without
Sister Marie being with us to play the piano for
us. Guess | should have bought the book, like she told
me to! Where she is missed, we know that she is basting
in His Glory.

A couple of our members took time out of their days
to help at a local food Pantry this month, where they
helped over 250 area families. Pastor Marty and his
wife took a trip to Peoria to a CMA (Christian
Motorcyclist Association) leadership and worship
day. It was such a blessing to hear the testimonies and
worship with likeminded people. We were also so
blessed to be able to attend the Pastors Brunch at Mt.
Vernon. It was wonderful to get to meet everyone and
put faces tothe names. And the brunch was
delicious! This past weekend, Pastor Marty went
to Peoria again for Seasons of Refreshing for the
CMA. ltis a large church and worship service, that is to
help fill the Pastors and others, so that they can go
out and pour into others.

Oak Valley is being blessed by the prayers of members
and others. We are looking forward to the future that
God has in store for us! -Tonya Smith, Reporter

MORE

THAN JUST A

MAN

a dramatic Easter musical production told from the
viewpoint of Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea
about the events leading up to the crucifixion and
resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

presented 6_\'
Ina Free Will Baptist Church

3rd and EIm Street Ina, lllinois

Saturday, April 12th, 6:00 PM
Sunday, April 13th, 10:30 AM

Free event e Everyone welcome



Consider Your Digital Ways

by Gowdy Canon

Recently, there have been some very subtle but
crucial changes to things like smartphones, social
media, and streaming services. Occasionally, | hear
people talk about these changes, but probably not
enough. In fact, | fear we (yes, myself included) have
so normalized these things that we are in danger of
uncritically accepting what these devices and apps
are doing, and what they are doing is dangerous for a
variety of reasons from a Christian worldview. Let's
consider just a few of these changes:

e Facebook has added ads as part of the regular
feed-a lot of them.

e Facebook has added reels. Both the ads and reels
on your feed are mega-super customed designed
to get your attention.

e A while back Facebook started notifications for
posts and likes, not on your feed, but for
interactions from two other people on your friend
list.

e Streaming services went from no ads to cheaper
options with ads. Some streaming services now
show ads when you pause the show or movie.

e My phone used to have an easy way to go from
ringtone to vibrant to silent. Now it's on vibrate
even if silent and it takes several steps to turn the
vibrate option off. This matters because if I'm with
a person in a face-to-face conversation, right now
even if my phone is on silent, | still am aware of
every text | get. And it does distract me, no matter
what | tell myself.

And I'm sure there are countless others. But | think the
goal in all of this is clear: to keep our attention for a
long time, to keep us attached, and to keep us
wanting more. To be more consumed, more
entertained, more distracted.

It's no exaggeration to say that this is an epidemic.

That is why a verse like Haggai 1:5 (repeated in 1:7) is
so important to 2025 American Christianity, even
though it was written thousands of years ago to
people on the other side of the world: “Now therefore
thus saith the LORD of hosts; consider your ways.” It
takes intentionality to evaluate our habits and lifestyle.

Self-evaluation cannot occur only on January 1% every
year because the world, including the digital world,
wages constant war on our habits and lifestyle.

The biggest things | worry about for myself, my
congregation, and my kids are: the inability to focus on
Bible reading and prayer for long periods of time,
atrophying social skills in a world where people
desperately need others to see and hear them, and a
lack of desire to say “no” to our appetites when it comes
to entertainment and materialism. (In fact, Haggai 1:5-7
is speaking to this very thing; the people had focused on
paneling their own houses over building the temple.
Similar to how American Christians can care far more
about materialism and entertainment in their own homes
while much of God's kingdom is woefully neglected.)

As such, | think it is wise to regularly, carefully consider
our ways—to evaluate our online habits and honestly ask
if these things are leading us to build our own personal
kingdoms over the kingdom of God. Questions like "Am
| spending more on streaming services than fighting
human trafficking?" "Am | regularly taking breaks from
social media, TV, and even my phone?" "Do | spend
more time scrolling than praying?" And so many others.

A wise preacher taught me a while back that it's likely
Jesus turned over tables in the temple not merely
because what the people were doing was evil, but
because it was so normalized they stopped seeing it for
how evil it was. | think we need to turn over some tables
at times in American Christianity when it comes to this
stuff. | know | need it in my own heart. My church picked
Haggai 1:5-7 as our verses this year for a reason, and |
think they are as important in mid-March as January 1.

- Gowdy Canon is the pastor of Bear Point FWB Church.
Prior to his current position, he served for 17 years as the
associate bilingual pastor at Northwest Community
Church in Chicago. Gowdy, his wife Kayla, and their two
children reside in Sesser.



ILLINOIS

[LLINOIS FWB WOMEN'S MINISTRY

LLY DAY

STATE MEETING & FELLOWSHIP

SUNDAY, APRIL 27 | 5:00 P.M.
INA FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH

BECAUSE YOU BIVE

STUDENTS IMPACT THE WORLD FOR CHRIST!

MAY 3RD 10:00AM
PLEASANT VIEW FWB CHURCH

"FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS™ ESTHER 4:14

faY 1045 Bison Trail
|  Gallatin, TN 37066

| welch.edu 61 5-675-5255

EsT 1942

WELCH |
COLLEGE

@WelchCollege o@ #WelchCollege

lllinois Free Will Baptist April 2025 U.sS. Postage Paid
E SLETTER Non-Profit Org.
N W Bonnie, lllinois
lllinois State Association of Free Will Baptists Permit Number 1
P.O. Box 1 Bonnie, lllinois 62816-0001

OR CURRENT RESIDENT

Reporters, please note: Please send all correspondence for the lllinois Newsletter to
www.iryan1970@gmail.com The deadline for the May Newsletter is April 15




